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there, 


Honoured Sir . 
PAM Hut 10 were pleaſed to deſire might be pub» 
| /p liſhed; 1 deſire you would be pleaſed to ac- 
WAS? cept this dedication of, both as an acknow- 

WARS ledgement of the power you have to com- 
I 214nd me, and as 4 teflimony of my thank- 
». fulneſſe to you for your many favours to my 
f, and your tranſcendent beneficence unto 
the Coll:dge whereunto 1 ſtand related: The particulars where- 
of 1 ſhould have diſplayed, but that 1 know that this were the 
ready way to anbeſpeak your acceptance ; nor indeed can 1 hope 
that this poore paper will ever be able t0-0ut-wing that Fame 
which is already gone forth, or to come into the hands Ll any» 
whoſe ears have pot been already filled with the report of ſo noble, 
ſo pious, end ſo ſeaſonable a gift. For,the perfume of this box 
of cally ointment; which you have expended to'furtber the 
preaching and propagation of the Goſpel, hath already filled the 
whole houſe of the preſent age, and ſhall make your name be- 
come 2s an ointment poured forth,embalming it to all ſucceed- 
ing generations : For, this which you have done ſhall here- 
after be told. far 'a memoriall of yo3 4 yea, wherefocver the 
Goſpel ſhall he preached by thoſe who ſhall have been bred up 
here by your bownty, even there ſball the ſouls of many have 
cauſe to Leſt and glorifie God on your behalf. «But 1 may 20 ns 
farther, left 1ſhouldiranſgreiſe and break truce with your humi- 
lity. A 2 As 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

As for the ſubjet? of this diſconrſe, it is none other this what 
hath been often inſiſted upon at large by many of our ledrned and 
judicious Divines,whoſe books 1 ans not worthy,and whoſe works 
1 am not able to carry after them. But 1 do n0t at all fear that it 
will be any whit the le(ſe acceptable unto your Ke 0 love the 
good old way-of ſober trath, however many now a dayes do thirſt 
after novelty; 4 good account ( 1 think ) may be given of both 

om that of our Saviour, Luke 5. 39. No man having drunk 
old wine ſtraightway defireth new; for, he ſaith the old is 
better; or yet will it, 1 ape be altogether aſeleſſe nnto others, 
feeing $. Peter thought good in both his Epiſtles, to ftirte up the 
pure minds of believers by way of remembrance, 2 Pet.3.1. 
and we therefore indeavour 10 underſtand truths, that we may 
be able to call them to mind in the time of our need :. So ay 
what 'wapts novelty to recommend it to our fanſies and under; 
Pandings, may yet prove welcome unto our conſciences, and may 
be both profitable and acceptable, becauſe ſeaſonable. 

Andinteed Sir, that — made me pitch my thoughts 
apon this ſubjet# , was the fad conſideration of that giddiniſſe 
and drunkenneſſe of Spirit in matters of Religion, whith ſo ma-: 

in theſe our dayes are diſtempered withall running ts ant 
Fo, and ſtaggering like a drunken man, ont of one _ Into 
another ;, and yet after all their ſeekings, they are ſtill 
the truth, the way whereof they have not known. Many cauſes 
hereof might be aſfigned ; two 7 ſhall defire your leave here to 
remember and make mention of. | 

And Firſt, 1 do impute and charge this Vertigo and Me- 
grime #» religion, this unfaithfulneſſe to truth, upon the account 
of newfangledneſſe, that yica of our nature, the unreufonable de- 
fire and love of novelty, which is ſo very much predominant in 
theſe ony times, as if S. Pals propheſie were now fulfilled in the 
eares of many, ( 2 Tim. 4. 3,4.) For, the time will come 
when they will not indure ſound doctrine, but after their 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
own luſts ſhall they heap to themſelves teachers, having - 
itching cares, And they thall turn away their eares from the 
truth, and ſhall be turned unto fables. Let a man that is a 
fetter-forth of new opinions but open his ſhop, and how doth the 
multitude throng about him ! like thoſe Athenians that took $. 
Paul to be ſuch a one, As 17.19. Saying, may we know 
what this new doctrine, which thou ſpeakeſt, is?- for, thou 
bringeſt certain ſtrange things to our cares; we would know 
therefore what theſe things mean, For,( we muſt know that ) 
all the Athenians and ſtrangers, which were there , ſpent 
their time in nothing cle , but either to tell or heare ſome 
new thing ). But ſuch as deſire news onely becauſe it is news, 
will not much care whether it be true or falſe;and thoſe that judge 
ef truth by the newneſſe of it, may fall into ten errours ere th 
lizht pon one truth; Antiquity #5. no ſfficicnt mark of truth, 
(_witweſſe the Gibeonites , who had old ſhoes on their feet , and 
mouldy bread in their hands, and yet at the ſame time brought a 
lie in their mouths ) much leſſe is novelty; for, Truth is of the 
elder houſe ; and as for thoſe that entertain truth onely becauſe it 
* new, though it be truth which they emertain, yet axe they not 
like to keep it long; for it will not be long new. It is Sa + 
news-book be reade over twice : The Athenian news-mongers 
ade account they favoured S. Paul bighly, when they promiſed 
to heare himtell his ſtory over again a 7 time, Acts 17. 
32+ - A ſecond-hand truth?. away with it to the brokers. Thus 
children and fools were ever admirers of new clothes, and that 
which was alwayes the praiſe of an Almanack, is now become 
with theſe men the onely taking qualification of dottrine and opi- 
nions. That luxury went high that had every day a new ſuite, 
and theſe can ſcarce think rhemſeves right def » unleſſe they 
have dayly new changes of opinions. But ſince the Devil knows 
their humour ſo well, they ſhall want for #0 news, ſo long as his 


invention can afford it ; and when that fails, the vld ſerpent 
ue A 3 knows 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
knows how to ſlip: his skin;' and that which is old in it ſelf will 
be new to them; l ch bat an old Arrian, and out comes a S0- 
cinian ſþick and ſpan new. And indeed , what are moſt of our 
new-lights, b#t old-herefies, the Devils old cards plaid over 
4zain, and the = of the old Serpent crawling to find one 
another from under the Anathema's of foregoing ages? 

But a ſecond canſe to which 1 think the unſettledneſſe of many 
men may be juſtly imputed, i their not being well- grounded in 
the firſt principles of Religion. Some never were catechiſed 
at all, but have been nurſed up in griſſe and palpable ignorancey 
n0 wonder if ſuch as have no ballaſt at all in them, be made the 
ſport and paſtime of every wind of dottrine; no wonder if ſuch 
# have been bred all their lives time in a dungeon, do become 
dizzie, and count all light new when they come firſt intoit, My 
felf have known ſome, that much wer up for new difcqveries 
fome crude and raw apprehenſions of thoſe very traths, which 
others, who had the happineſſe of better education, had been very 
well acquainted with,and grounded in from their child-hood. But 
others there are,who have learned the truth;;nore by rode thin by 
heart , and received it from other men npon their bare word, 
without ſeeing any evidence for it. Theſe men when they come 


once to ſee an appearance of reaſon for the contrary opinion, 
. . : A . 
( which i more thyn ever themſelves had for the taking up of 


truth ) it is not wmch to be wondred at, if ſuch are eaſily drawn 
aſide to erronr; and then 'it is but very natural, for them to call 
errouy light, and to condemm truth for darkneſle, becauſe they 
never underſtood it: And then if alittle pride get but in once 
( 4s it is never farre off ) to mix with their ignorance, how eaſy 


a thing is it for them ta grow conceited of their new attainments. 


(which yet wiſer men cannot but pitty them for ) to deſpiſe the 
trath ( which before they did but raviſh), and to nts pa 
thoſe who formerly taught it them; calling them blind ouides, 
whereas the fault was, themſelves had been blind followers; 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and ſuppefine them to have no ground for the truth, becauſe in- 
gue eppefiag ns never had os = to loath the v fo 
wances in which the truth had been diſpenſed to them. Thus the 
beſt food, if it lie on the ftomach undigeſted, s oftimes vomited 
up azain with the greateſt abhorrency and deteſtation. What 4 
ſad condition have thoſe men brought themſelves into! A ſpi- 
rit of errour hath not onely taken poſſeſſion of them, but hath 
alſo bolted himſelf in, and made them hate the very means of 
their recovery: By this time the Devil hath got ſuch a com- 
manding power over them, that he drives them about in herds 
and droves, as he doth the Quakers at this day. Who, that it 
might be apparent unto all men that they are at are become 
mere Vagrants. Whereas had they at firſt entertained truth 
upon good grounds, they would never have proved ſo falſe un- 
t0 it ;, had it taken due poſleſſion of them, or they of it, they 
would never thus have quitted houſe and home , to be carried 
about like empty clouds, and wandring ſtarres , which, 
though they may pretend unto new light, yet are they faſt bound 
77 Tas of darkneſſe, and unleſſe they do timely repent, $. Jude 
tells us what their doom ſhall be, verſe 13. To whom is re- 
ſerved the blackneſle of darknefle for cyer. 

Now then, Sir, Since the danzer is ſo great, what need have 
we all, as to beg of God that he by his Spirit would keep us ſted- 
faſt inthe as. ſo alſo our ſelves to negle# no means that may. 
be available thereunto;, among which 1 conceive this one to be 
none of the leaſt , that we endeavour to underſtand our ſelves 
well in our religion, to ſee truth in clear Scripture-evidence, to 
be intelligent and knowing, ot merely-believing Chriſts- 
4ns, to be rooted and well-grounded in the Faith, ſo ſhall we be 


#0 make this diſcourſe in any meaſure profitable ( as I hope it is 


wot altogether unſeaſonable ) unto his people ;, neither Ne I 
«VE. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
have any vauſe to repent myſelf that 1 ran this adventure, nor 
you to be forvy that you have undergone the trouble of this dedi- 
cation. And thus, Sir , 1 take my leave, — y 

e 


ou 
fo the gracious protetFion of the Almighty, and tothe riches o 
his love in our Lord Chriſt Feſus. f 


Sir, Your Aﬀlured friend, 
much obliged to 


ſerve and honour you, 


William Dillingbam. 


Cambridge : 


HMarch 18. 1656. 
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Teva Soruudt els, mT 1823» xl ;yle. 


Prove all things, hold faſt that 
which 1s good. 


AM Atan, the grand encmie of our ſalvation, 
7 (PAI knowing that it is the truth which muſt 
Tg make us free, as it was a lie by which he 
» W262 brought us all at firſt into captivity , la- 
WA FS bours by all means poſlible to keep men 
. | _ the knowledge of the truth : and 
I YVVe="S that, 
Firſt, if he can, by —_— them in groſle and palpa- 
ble ignorance, thoſe chains of darkneſſe. Thus doth he the 
Turks and Indians to this very day; and many millions of 
ſouls under the Papacy, by a blind obedicnce and as blind 
a faith, the Cotjers faith they call it, I doubt *twill come to 
th' fire ar the laſt. 

Secondly, If this will not do but men will needs be know- 
ing, then he labours to ſeduce them into errour, giving 
them husks for bread, pro Dea nubem. This old deceiver 
wants not his ftrophe, nor his methods. He will Protens-like 
ſcrew himſelf into all modes and figures that ſo he may the 
better deceive. Sometimes he affumes the ſhape of an 
Oecumenicall Biſhop, and diftates errours out of an infallible 
chair, intoxicating with the cup of his errours the Kings of 
the earth: otherwhile putting on the appearance of a ſizs- 
ple plain man, he creeps into houſes, and the greateſt game 

«4 he flies at are bur filly women. One-while he preſents errour 
under the reverend cloak of antiquity anon he bethinks 
( B * himſelf 


Prove all things. 
himſelf that the neweſt faſhiog wil} give beſt content, and 


ſo they ſhall be new lights. © - © -- 

Thirdly, If both theſe fail, then he raiſes a duſt of con- 
troverlic, that ſo pzaple may not be able to ſee the truth, or 
not to know it when they ſec it.. He finds ir good fiſhing in 
troubled waters, and cutting purſcs.inan hubub : For, while 
people are diſtracted ro fee ſo many opinions in religion, 
whereof they are (ure but one can be true, ( and which that 
is they are not able to judge ) they reſolve xo be ſtandersb 
uncill the learned be agreed, ſuppoſing ir the fafeſt courle 
and eaficſt ro avoid errour, by being of noopinion at all, 

Fourthly, Another device he hath, to bring truth ir ſelf 
into ſuſpicion. Thus of old did he ſet the Poets on work 
to invent fables like unto many hiſtories recorded in holy 
Scriptures, that when the talſhood of thoſe ſhould be dit- 
covered , the truth of theſe might be call'd in queſtion, 
_ as he makes ſome play the hypocrites, that when their 

m__ is derected, all profeſiours may be thought to 
be like them, 

Bur let us argue 2 contra. If the Scripture were not true, 
ſure the devil would never ſcek ro gain credit to his lies by 
imitating of ir. It's an argument that there is true coin in 
the world, becauſe men counterfeit it : had there never been 
ſuch an one as Richard Plantagenet, we had never heard of 
Perkin Warbeck. 

Reje not therefore all coin; for, there is ſome good, 
receive not all hcedleflely , becauſe there is fome counter- 
feit; bur bring it all ro the reſt, and tothe touch-ſtone. To 
think that we muſt therefore be of no opinion (becauſe 
others are of {0 many, is to be of the worſt opinion, of all: 
for, whoſo adheres to a particular opinion, may indeed be 
ith* wrong; but he that is of no opinion cannot poſſibly be 
wh” right. If other wen do fo differ in their opinions, it 

| concerns 


. 


—_ 


— — = 11= _ 


—u a= x 


Prove all things. 

concerns us to be well-reſolyed in our own judgements. 
If the winds 2nd waves be ſo boiſterous without, the more 
need is there of a good ballaſt within. All cannot have the 
truth, therefore make them not thy rule; yet all pretend to 
it, therefore give them an hearing. Condemn no all, be- 
cauſe there's truth ——_—— neither approve all, be- 
cauſe ſome muſt needs be falſe. Let us therefore neither 
ſwallow all by a blind credulitie,nor reject all by arath pre- 
cipitancy, but follow the advice of the Apoſtle inthe text; 
Prove all things, bur hold faſt that which is good. 

The words contain in them a double dutic which all be- 
lievers are bound unto, as well the people as their paſtours, 
every one in their ſeverall orbe: Although more immedi- 
ately they ſeem to be direted to the people, who in the 
words immediately foregoing are forbidden to deſpiſe pro- 
pheſyings,and here are bid to trie them all, and to fol faſt 
l = which is good. Of both theſe in their order. Firſt of 
the firſt. 


Prove all thi gs. 


Ere there are rwo things to be ſpoken to by way of 
explication: Firſt, What iris to try. Secondly, What 
1r 15 thtat we are tO try. 

For the firſt, By proving or trying here is ot meantthar 
we ſhould experimentally be of all opinions; many ſuch 
ſeekers inſtead of finding truth, have loſt themſelves in a 
maze of errour, and an inextricable labyrinth of perplexi- 
tic. "Tis Ne bridle, nOt ry wuanld) Nor is it meant that 
we ſhould all jadices agere in foro externo fit and determine 
controverſies, binding up all others to acquieſce in our de- 
cifions : bur, as it concerns all Chriſtians ( qua tales ) , 10 
prove of try is an act of —_—__ ro be exerciſed by eve- 

2 ry 


Prove all things. 


ry one within the private court of his own conſcience in 


order to his own particular embracing or rejeing of any 
doctrine offered to his faith. Which a& is no lanker obli- 
gatory to any other man, thftn the grounds thercof being 
made known ſhall merit his aſſent. 

Bur ſecondly what are we here to underſtand by »«rm, 
all things; muſt we examine all rhings? ſurely then we ſhall 
have work enough. If we muſt alwayes be examining, 
what will become of all holy living? I a»fwer, a man 
may live by rule, as well as build by rule. Bur further, 
Though we muſt try al/ things here meant, yer is it not 
meant that we ſhould be alwayes trying of them. Bur I con- 
ceivethe 4: inthe text is not to be taken in the utmoſt 
extent of its poſſible laritude. 

Fruth fears no fair triall ; her face is not painted, and 
therefore the fairer for the waſhing; & ſhe is juſtitied of her 
chilren, yer is ſhe ſometimes condemned by ſtrangers that 
know her not; and her face may poſſibly ger a ſcratch in the 
ſcuffle, and herſclf prove rad w rhaps more fair,yer) in 
the mean whilc leſlc fruitfull 5 and rherctore deſires not ro 
live alwayes under diſpute. And indeed ſome truths ſeem 
by rheir own nature to be exempt from triall; there muſt 
be ſome baſis to move upon,and that muſt be immoveable;, 
Si; m3 563 (ome firſt rule, and how ſhall that be tried? ſome 
firſt principles, and how ſhall they be proved * He that 
will learn muſt firſt believe, and doubtlefſe there are prim- 
credits in Divinity as well as primo-cognita in Philoſophy,8& 
the mind aflents tothe one by a prima fides, as it doth to 
the other by the habit called entelligentia. Such there 
muſt needs be to give a ſolid baſss to diſcourle , and had 
they priws to prove them by, they were not prima. Thelec 
have uſually been acknowledged by all for that native evi- 
dence that ſhines in them, bringing lerters credenriall m in 
their 
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Prove all things. 
their very faces, yet I know not how of late ſome our'of the 
abundance of their Jeiſure or curiolitic have been pleaſed 
to queſtion them. We lately digged for fundamenrall 
laws till we had like to have pulled the houſe down about 
our ears z and ſome have digged for principles in philoſo- 
phy till hey have quite loſt chem in the rubbiſh; certainly 
the man was cather very idle or very melancholick when 
he began to ſuſpe&t he might be deceived inthinking he 
had a being ( which yet was impoſſible ) and came to Cogt- 
to ergo ſum. But, that which is worle yer, have we not 
ſome who call in queſtion the very tundamen:als of religri- 
on allo? they are but bad builders, who, as the Apoltle 
ſpeaks, are alwayes laying the foundation ; when then ſhall 
we think that they will ter on the roof and bring the build- 
ing to perfection who are alwayes drgging of it up ? [ ſhall 
ſay no more, bur I had thought the truth of the (criptures 
had been out of gun-thor, and that God might have been 
believed upon his own word. If once it appeare ro us to 
be the word of God, we are not to call in queſtion rhe 
truth or equity of ir. Let us not ſpend our time in calling 
thoſe truths into queſtion, old we have already enter- 
tained a firm and well-grounde belicf, bur preſſe for- 
wards toward thoſe things which remain, and practiſe whar 
we have believed. The blowing of this wind makes the 
tree take deeper root, ( and it is well if ir doth alwayes fo ) 
bur yet in the mean while it oftimes blowes down the fruit. 
But whart is it then that we muſt try * try the ſpirits, ſaith 
S. John 1. 4. 1. and try propheſyings mentioned here in the 
verle before my text; the ſenſe and meaning-is one and 
the (am: of both, try all dodrines that are offered ro you 
by any man whatſoever , how grear, how learned ſoever 
he be, receive them not upon his «»s 42 , bur bring them 
firſt unto the beam, unto the touch-ſtone: whence ariſes the 
propoſition to be ſpoken to. B 3 That 
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Prove all things. 

That it ui the duty of all Chriſtians to examine the do- 
frine which they heave, before they fully entertain it as a prin- 
ciple of faith and life: a truth ot very great importance, 
but becauſe there hath been _ ſo much writren, I ſhall 
need now to ſpeak the lefle, and thall content my (elf with 
rwo arguments _ for confirmation of it, the one from 
Scripture, the other from Reaſon, and be bricf in both. 

The frft argument I ſhall rake from Scriprare which 
doth expreſſcly both command and commend this duty to 
us : it commands it Mark 4. 24. Brinn ni dxien, have an 
eye ro your hearing, take heed what you heave: as alſo inthe 
x. epiſt. of Fohx chap. 4. verſ. 1. Believe not und gre 
but try the ſpirits whether they be of God: it commends the 
practiſe of this dury in the Bereans Ads 17.11. where 'ris 
ſaid of rhem that they were 234i» more nobly-ſpirited 
then thoſe of Theſſalonica, for that they ſearched the Scriptures 
dayly whether thoſe things were ſo as the Apoſtles preached, 
comma, wa were aſhited by an infallible fpirir. 
It was not any flownefle in them to believe which made 
them examine, but an holy prudence; for, ſo the words arc. 
They received the word with all readineſſe of mind, and ſearched 
the ſcriptures daily whether thoſe things were ſoz, they received 
them readily and yet ſearched, making no more haſt then 
good ſpeed. 

But Bellarmine thinks to take off the edge of this place 
of Scriprure by this diftinftion. The Bereans were but be- 
ginners and had not yet entertained the faith, and therefore 
might examine: but ſuch as are already Chriſtians and 
believe the Churches infallibility are bound to believe the 
do&rine it propoſeth, without examination. 

I anſwer, firſt by way of conceſſion, that as many as be- 
lieve the Churches infallibility, are bound conſequently to 
believe whatever {hc propounds, as tarre as an errour can 

bind 
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bind them, Bar ſecondly, If all be beginners bur thoſe that 
belicve char, truly for our parts We Proteſtants do profeſſe 
our ſclyes to be Bereans , and therefore I hope he will give 
Us leave to examine their doctrine in the balance of rhe 
SanQtuary, and ſo we have and found itlight. And third- 
ly, is Bellarmine (ure the Bereaws were not believers when 
they ſearched * ſince they recerved the word with all readine(ſe 
of mind, ( and then 'tis added) and ſearched the Scriptures 
daily whether thoſe things were ſo. Bur fourthly, It they were 
nor, I wonder how men before they beleive thould be bet- 
tcr able to judge th#n afterwards; and how they ſhould 
come to looſe To power and priviledge by beletving. 
Beſides theſe there are many other Scriptures, which do 
ex conſequenti not onely permit, but alſo require to try the 
doctrines before we entertain them : as Matth. 24. 4. 
where our Saviour bids See that no man _—_ you : and the 
Apoſtle Paul in Ephef. 5. 6. Let no man deceive you with vain 
words: and 2 Theſſal. 2. 3. Let no man deceive you by any 
means. To what purpoſe are all theſe monitory cautions, if 
we may not try; nay, do they not implicitly require and 
command us to try and examine the doQrines, whoever they 
be that bring them ? S. Paxl is bold in Gal. 1. 8,9. T 
we or an Angel from heaven ſhould preach any other Goſpel, let 
him be 4:4 44a. And that you may ſce that this exprefſion 
proceeded neither from raſhnefle nor paſſion, bur a moſt 
adviſed and well reſolved deliberation , he repeats the 
words.in the verſe following : As we ſaid beſwre eſo 1 now 
again; If any preach any other Goſpel unto you than that you 
have received, let him be accurſed. Whence 1 obſerve theſe 
twothings ro my preſent purpole;. firſt, that there muſt be 
an examen, elſe how could they know it was another Go- 
ſpel, and fo reje& it * and ſecondly, that the hearers as ſuch, 
and not teachers were to be-the judges, unlefle wee't ſay 
they were bound to cnrſe themſelves, Bur 
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But the truth in hand may be further evidenced to us by 
reaſon thus : Becauſe we muſt neither embrace all do&rines, 
nor reje& all, nor rake ſome ſuch as come next, no nor the 
eruth it ſelf upon ſlight grounds ; therefore we muſt exa- 
mince. 

1. We muſt not reje& all; for, ſo we ſhall be ſore to re- 
ze the truth; and beſides, we do ow ſo much reyerence to 
the name of God, as not raſhly to reje& without exames, 
any dotrine that hath bur an appearance of zany juſt pre- 
tence unto it. 

2, Nor __ we embrace all promiſcuouſly; for, ſo we 
ſhall be ſure ro be in the wrong; and 1 ſee not how poſſibly 
the ſoul can ar the ſame time aſſent unto contradictions,and 
yet ſuch there are found among opinions. 

3- Nor inthe third place may we take up a certain num- 
ber of opinions as they come next to hand, as they.are of- 
fered to us by the place where we live, or the next comer 
by: for, ſothere will be great danger of falling into errour, 
and truth is of more concernment to us, then = we thould 
adventure ir upon the hazard of ſuch a contingency. 

4. Nor laſtly -» + we entertain truth it ſelf (if we ſhould 
happen on it) on ſoflight grounds; if we take no better hold 
of ir, we ſhall never be ableto hold it faſt : If we build up- 
on ſuch a ſandie foundation, how do we think to ſtand, 
when the winds and waves of temptation and perſecution 
ſhall ariſe * Ir remains therefore that we muſt examine, 
that ſo we may both refulc the evil, and alſo hold faſt thar 
which is good. And for the further quickning of us unto 
this duty, I ſhall propound onely two conſiderations, and 
very briefly. 

Firſt, Ler us ſeriouſly conſider what great danger there 
is 4x being deceived; our ſouls ate at rhe ſtake; no fee tlizn 


the everlaſting good of our ſouls is concerned in it: for, cr- 
raur 


Prove ll. things. 
our ' if underſtanding begets crrour in life and praQtiſe, 
and the Scriprure tells us of dammnable hereſies; and what 
ever ſome may think of ſpecularive errours , yer ſurely as_ 
they proceed from that maim in the underſtanding which is 
the. cffe& of original ſinne, and as they are cheriſhed and as 
berted by corruption in the will, they are finns and make us 
guilty. For, the ations ot the underſtanding as well as of 
the other tacultics are e«s Um, under the law of God, 
and the will ſhall anſwer at Gods tribunal for not putting 
the underſtanding to ſchool to Scripture, as well as for not 
bn the paſſions, and not governing the outward man. 
Since then there is ſuch danger inerrour as you haye heard, 
had we not nced be carefull « had we not need examine * 
eſpecially conſidering, 


Whar danger there is of being deceived, whicl is the ſe- Conſid 2. 


cond conſideration. For, firſt, the beſt arc ſubje& to errour 
themſelves , and fo may { though unwittingly and unwil- 
timgly) be mcans of ſeducing others, who do not examine; 
and then thcir godlineſle and learning, which were wont to 
keep them from errours, will become arguments to draw 
others into them. Bur then ſecondly, how many falſe pro- 
phets, deceivers, and (educers are there in the world ! who 
make it their deſggre and purpoſe to deceive. M ANYT ſhall 
come in my name ( ſaith our Saviour, Matth. 24.5: ) and ſhall 
deceive many: and Many falſe prophets ARE gone out intq the 
world, 1 Fohn 4. 1. and, that which makes them the more 
dangerous, they are indefatigably induſtrious in their way, 
compaſing the carth ( with their maſter), and compaſſing 
ſ{c+and land:to-make a proſelyre.. Whichthey do the more 
cahily effe& by reaſon of the craft and ſubtilry which they 
uſe. We have ir expreſt empharically in Epheſ.4.14. Be no 
more children toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of docirine, by the flight of men, and cunnips craftineſſe, 
pr C 
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whereby they lie in wait to decerve. Our Saviour hath fore- 
told us that they ſhould come as wolves in theeps-clothing, 
and the Apoſtle tt mangle SLeudbroyer, and & TOON 19 and 
again, With all power, and ſignes, aud lying wonders, and with 
all deceivableneſle of wnrighteouſneſſe, 2 Theſſal. 2. 9,10. All 
which places do loudly beſpeak our earneſt care to look to 
our ſelves, and to examine doctrines before we embrace 
them, leſt unawares we entertain doftrines of devils in ſtead 
of the truths of God. 

By this lirtle that hath been ſaid I hope it does appeare 
that it is our duty to examine. Bur ewo things there be 
which are neceſſarily requifireto the right performance of 
it as we ought. An infallible ule, and a faculty rightly pre- 
pared z the one by which, the other with which we are to 


. , judpe. 
» -=r-agy l There muſt be a faculty, or a ſoul rightly prepared: 
and that muſt be 
1. Reaſour 1, A reaſonable ſoul; this is the ſubje# of Faith and all 
ma our other graces, and is the principimm quod of all rhe aQi- 
ons that flow from them. Faith isa rational grace, ah 
it do not alwayes a& diſcwrſevely, ( E. g. in its aſſent ro the 
prims credita, which is to a teſtimony, not for a teſtimony ) 
no more thin the underſtanding does by diſcourſe induce it 
felt ro an aſſent unto firſt notions. 
2. Enightc 2, This ſoul or faculty muſt be enliehtencd, and affiſted 
_ by the holy Spirit, elſe it cannot apprehend arighr ſpiritual 
_ The natural man perceives not the things of the Spirit, 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 


cerned, 

1 Cor.2.14. Not but thata natural man may _—_—_ 
and aſſent unto divers trurhs recorded in the Scriptures, but 
not with a ſaving kind of apprehenſion and afſent, nor «s 
they are = 4 7»%pl&, the things of the Spirit ; ſo they are 
——_ 


not known but in a ſpirncual manner, and 


Prove all things. 


of the ſame Spirit. Which «farce conſifts in the infuli- 
on of an habit of ſpiritual wiſdome and underſtanding,and 
the Spirirs gracious excitation of it, and concourſe with it, 
whereby the eyes of a believers mind being enlightened, he 
is enabled in ſome meaſure to diſcern and apprehend the 
truths and will of God, objectively revealed and pro- 
pounded to him by the ſame Spirit in the Scriptures. 

This is that donum intelletF4s and illumination, which is 
beſtowed upon every believer ar his firſt converſion,though 
in a lefler meaſure both of cyidence and obje& rh#n after- 
wards: fox it grows and increaſes according to the propor- | 
tion of faith which God hath dealt to every man, and ex- F 
tends ir ſelf as large as a divine faith does, from which it is 
inſeparable. Now becauſe all believers have ſooner or 1a- 
ter a divine faith of all things neceſſary for them foto be 
believed, and ſome of more, accordingly is this donwn in- 
relletys diſpenſed; all have ſome, more or leſle, none all, 
but onely Chriſt, ro whom alone the Spirit was given with- 
out meature, and of whoſe fulneſle we all recerve grace for 
grace. Andasitis of the ſame extent , ſois it of the ſame 
original with a divine faith, wrapt inthe ſame womb, and 
nurſcd by the ſame breaſts; its both attained and kept by rhe 
ſclfyfame means, prayer, hearing of the word, reading and 
meditating on it. This the Papiſts are nor willing to allow 
un'o private believers, yet a__ is cleare in the point z 
* Nallus habens gratiam caret dons imelletFiis, quod nunquam + ,, ,». 
ſe ſnbtr ahit fantt1s circa ea que ſunt peceſſaria ad ſalutem. A 1.8. ai. 4, 
very cleare and full reſtimony: So that I ſhall forbear to 
adde = more. 

3- Tharthe ſoul may be rightly fired for to judge, i 3. $4:*/- 
multbe ſanttified. _ 

Firſt, Ir muſt have a reverence of the divine _— | 
and of his word ; then will it not fo boldly go about wit 
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Socinue and our modern circulatours to baffle Scripture, juſt 
'as a Sophiſter would deal with-a peice of Ariſftetle, Then 
(hall we not profanely abute it by I know not what kind of 
myſtical, & cabaliſtical interpretations, Is this to reverence 
the word of God ? would any mar take it well at our hands 
to have his words (o played withall, ſo ſcrewed and wreſted 
from their ſimple and moſt apparent.ſenſe and meaning * 

Secondly, the ſoul muſt be humble. Such the Lord him- 


ſclf hath undertakenro teach, they ſhall be e-24zxni , but. 


C&:nodvo; drow he reſiſts the proud, while he gives 
grace to the humble; grace and glory and no good thing 
will he withhold from thoſe that fear him, Pſal. 25. 14. 
and 84.11. A proud man is a bad ſcholar, he will confide 
in himſelf, rather thn in God; he is fond of his own opini- 
ons, and will not yield unto the truth, being ſtubborn and 
diſobedient in will and affeRions; but if any one be humble 
and obedient,if any one will do God? will, he ſhall know the 
doctrine whether it be of God, There is great need of hu- 
miliry alſo upon this account, that thoſe who have the gift 
in a leſſer meaſure, be not preſumptuous ſo as to wade be- 
yond their depth. Which Saint Paul thoughr a ſeaſonable 
caution in the matter in hand: Rom.12,3. Be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfett will of God.. For,1 ſay through 
the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not 
to think of himſelf more highly thin he ought to think, but to 
think ſoberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the mex- 
ſore of faith: the words are emphatical). M3 va>gpordr mey' 5 
Sa proves d Ae —_ wn wprorHy* NOT OUt of an Overween- 
img opinion of ſclt-fuficiency to enterpriſe things beyond 
their _—_ bur to think ſoberly cccoting 25 God hath 
dealt ro every man.the meaſure of fairhg for, according to 


that is. the meaſure of this gift, as you heard before. I 


might. 
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might adde alſo in the third place. that the, ſoul muſt be in- 
ducd with /a ſincere love of the trwh,tharit muſt obey the 
truth, and morrificjts' own carruptions 2, bur of theſe more 
conyeniently FeEWRFcS. oft 25 arbor: hires 

Thus much may ſuffice for the firſt thing required that 
we may judge aright, afaculty rightly, prepared: 
2. The ſecond jsthe Rule according 296, which we muſt »- Require 
judge , by which we muſt,examine; all, doctrines,and ac- * **"* 
cording totheir agreeing or diſagrecing with it, either en- 
tertain or reject them, Ry 
This rule muſt be (1.)inir ſelf infallible,. (2+) in re- 
ſpc& of us clear and known, (3.) ig reſpect ofrhe,doftrines 
to be tryed it muſt be adequate. Thefc are. agreed upon as 
neceſſary properties of arule of divine faith. -. 
Naw ſuch a rule are nor Not, 
Firſt, che maxims of naturall reaſon. For 1. )they are «. ku. 
farre from being zxfallable ,, many of them being bur the 
product of humane diſcourſe and fallible obſervation, and 
therefore ſome of them. falſe, if they'be extended beyond 
the ſphere of Philoſophy , for whole meridian onely the 
were calculated at the firſt, I donor think there is any trur 
in Philoſophy whick.contradicts any truth.in. Divinity; yer 
am I ſure that many fayingsare truc in Philoſophy, which 
are falſc in Divinity, For, maxims and general rules bein 
but colleions obſerved from particulars, if the ſurvey be 
ſhort, ad nimis pawca reſpiciens, not taking inall particulars, 
the verdidt or maxime mult.necds be detective, and the.ge- 
neral rule bc liable to exceptions. So thata rule may betrue 
in Philoſophy as to all rhoſe particulars included within the 
objet of Philoſophy , bur falſe if ſtretched totake in the 
things of Divinitic: as an obſervation concerning men may 
be true of men in France or 1taly, bur falſe if, applyed to- 
thoſe in England,who were _ attendcd toin the.raiſfing. 
: '3 | (2+) 
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( 2.) As theſe marims are not infallible; ſo neither 2re th 
adequate tothethings to be believed, and therefore tannor 
inp 72x firrnle of divine faith. - For there are many drvine 
truths which are nothing art all of kind#o #ny peice of na+ 
turall knowledge, neither flowing from theſe maxims, nor 
being reducible rothem. ( 3. ) It is not poſſible for an 
of thoſe maxims to be the formdation of any divine faith 
at all; forall affent that is wrought in'the ſoul by them is 
but cither ſcience or opinian; both which ariſe from the cvi- 
dence of the thing , whereas faith affents unto an article 
withour any ſuch reſpect, but meerly for the ſake of a teſti- 

tony; and if rhe faith be divine, ſuch alfo is the teſtimony 
which odiicerh it! (1 | | 

And yet the Socinians make reaſon the rule of their fairh. 
uod abſurdum eſt rationi,dcbet eſſe falſum, ſaith one; others 
more.modeſt or more ſubrile will ſcem ro grant that reaſon 
ought to belieye whar God ſaycs, be ir never ſo contrary to 
their appreherſtons; but then when'the queſtion is pur whe- 
ther God ſay ſuch a rhing or no, here they will deny itif it 
agree not withtheir maxims. Thus what they give with 
the one hand they take away again with the other; they 
paſle it in the'head, but Rop it in the houſe; decline the yolic 

trake the rebound, which comes all to one at laſt. 

Bur how little reaſon there is for ſo doing, eſpecially i» 
hac farce Romali , im this Apoſtate and fallen condition of 
humane nature, the alone ſenfe of our own infirmities and 
weaknefles may ſufficiently convince. 

O but yet #32h# Reaſon! Ay, where isir 2 many make 
account they haye it, and that in thoſe very things wherein 


yer they contradit-one another. Some think Ariftorle djd 


t bid his ſcholet” go took; when he made the judgernenic 
ri of verttres mecdtocritic 4 LIE - 


bur 


tend to be wiſe , and many more think themfelves ſuch, 


but it's: (ldSme thar cicher prove {0.. $0 ppiodeed 2 man 
may ſooner find yertue than.a wiſe-man, ally conſi- 
dering that he. had necd to be one humſelf tro know one 
when he _ bigs All aſp js is not PW, noe bog 
al mem ,realonh, that tk. INEY: DAVE. 1; realon i; 
then ſtands in-need of arulc robe a5 Yeaca then 
right when it is t##e , andchen only truce. when it judgerh 
according to the tryth of things rhemſclycs; now ow to 
be bclieved are canained in Scripture, lot us carry our rea- 
ſon thicher; and tic itby them . For; ag Ameſiue yery well, 
Ratio que dicitur relta, fs, abſoluta reetiudo ſpedtetar, non ali- 
bi nobis eft quarenda quam abi exiſtit, id eſt, in Seripturis, 
peque differt - ( quatenus-ſpectat bonum, & xquum ) 4 vo- 
luntate Dei ad noſtra wits direftionem revelats, Medulls 
lib. 2. cap« 2- 1:55.40 2:47 by 5740; p 
So then, although'the waxims. of natural reaſon may; 
be of ſingular uſe in Divinity , if tightly limited by 
the Scriptures, yet are they [not fir to be caves, they are 
Sub aap then and too: weak.to make a ruie of diving 
OFs ! (1,117.21 41 114.0 9 voy: 3; | 
Secondly, nar is Amiquity ſuch a rule as is required. Aw* 2, awiquiy, 
riquity barely conſidered is no good mark, much leſle rule 
of uth. The Romanfts- in giving marks of the truc 
urch do as Painters, who draw the Virgine Mary, by 
theirown Mifſreſles 3 they do not choaſe -_ Church by 
her marks, but indeavour to make their marks by their 
Church : Inlike manner here, they do not ſquare their do- 
&rine by the true rule, but ſtrive to find gut a rule thax 
will firtheir dodrine, ang yer hereja roo they are oftzimes 
ne | pb | 21 4 J * 
They c Antiquity very much , bidding us ask for 
the fry oc 4 th mchbade fame ſhall teach - wiſdome; 


and make account they have praiſed themſelyes all iis 
WALC5, 
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While; bur. no fiich marter, unkee we: ſhould look at anti< 
uy andnothing'el{e :'bur then I know who may vie with 
them, the devil was afier from the beginning. For our 
parts. we profefle we'doyery much/reverenceanriquity,bur 
it muſt'berter'in EonjbnRion with truth; wecannotadmire 
old etrotrs;ur 55 Solvlnin ſpeaks'of the hoary head, Prov. 
16. 31, The hoary head is a crown' of glory,if # (be found in 
the way q roghecooſpeſe Weſhall alwayes riſe up before a 
reverend-hoary- headed truth; but'we ruſt —_—_ 
el(c befitesfts gray hairs ro know it by, teſt inſtead of trur 
we faltreher mask, and worſhip cloud inſtead ofa god- 
defſe. And 2s for the Papiſts,for all their boaſting ſo much 
of the antiquity of rheir doctrine, we can eaſily ſhew them 
who brought in this doftrine, and that doftrine-into their 
Church; this ceremony and that ceremony, -rhis corrupri- 
on and thar corruption. We need/ no microſcope to ſec 
how patch their coat is, of how differenta thread and ſpin- 
ning, ſo-rhat it could neyer hang together, but thax the new 
would readthe oldin fender; the ſtrong the rorreny were it 
not for that ſame Catholick plaiſter of infallibilityc. Bur 
while we make the Scriprutesto be'our rule, our doctrine is 
zncienter then much of theirs pretends to be. | 


3- Councels Thirdly, nor. the writings of the-Ancient Fathers, nor Ca- 
«3 Fav ons. 'of Counctls; neither of thefe-are fir tobe made theo 


rale of 4 divine faith: We do attribute: much wmo' the 
judgements of thoſe anciefit Fathers, thoſe primitive Saints 
and Worrthies, whether expreſt in their private writings, or 
ſignified in lawfull Councels, -- 0D 

W hen the Comeels were (uch as they ought to be; con- 
ſiſting of holy, able, and learned Paſtours of -the Church, 
we look upon them as bright conſtellations, whoſe lighr 
was the greater becauſe 'of their conjun&ion. ' They had 


not onely dozun imtolleFus} and 1hgt in a great nealure too 
| as 
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as they were ſingle Chriſtians; bur alſo donum interpretatio- 
ns, as they were Paſtours of the Church : and while they 
conferred together, ſeeking Goa, they were in the uſe of the 
beſt means to find out truth, and under a promiſe alſo, bur 
not of infallibility; and therefore although we cannot make 
them the rule of our faith, yet ought we not raſhly to reject 
them when they are offered to us; nor to light their judge- 
ments, as if they were nothing worth, but fcriouſly to Exa- 
mine their reaſons and grounds on which they went. 

We honour the Fathers as men whom Gods providence 
raiſed up and indued with gifts to quell the growing here- 
ſics of rhicir times; and doubtleſle if they were more lookt 
into, they would furniſh us with tried weapons, armour ap- 


proved to ſubdue the (elf-ſame hereftes riſen again among 


us in theſe our daycs, and prove as (ucceſlefull as that ftra- 
tagem of the Scythiags was, who put their rebel-{laves to 
flight, by but ſhewing them the rods wherewith they had 
been wont to' whip them. But though we honour the Fa- 
thers, yet we dare not worſhip them, we may not belicye in 
them, nor make their writings the rule of our faith. This 
is that which themſelyes did never deſire, but forbid and 
abhorre the thought of ; they ſeem to ſay to us, Stand up; 
for, we alſo were but men ſubject to like infirmities with 
you z 0-57 us, Worſhip God, believe in him. I doubt not 
bur they that mended many faults in their own writings, left 
ſome behind, and I wiſh others had not added more. We 
admit them as witneſſes, bur not as a rule, ſince they alſo 
were bur fallible. 

The Church of Rome ha's boaſted ſo long of the Ea- 
thers, till at length they grow almoſt weary of ir. Ar firſt 
they had like to have pur the Centuriatours out of counte- 
nance; but afterwards Biſhop Fewell was (o bold asto chal- 
ps them, ina, Sermon at Payls Cool, afterward poiep 
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ed) and to offer thar if = could produce any one ancient 
Father, General Counccl, or example of the Primitive 
Church for the firſt ſix hundred yeares, that ſided with 
them againſt us in any one of 27 articles by him named, 
and in controyerſic between us, he would ſubſcribe to 
them. This challenge D*. Humfryes thought was more 
th#n he needed to have made; yet having made it he made 
ir good againſt Gording, and yet died a Proteſtant: and this 
was no more then we all promiſe, ſayes learned Dr. Whita- 
ker againſt Campians fifth reaſon. So that the Jeſuite need- 
ed not to have arrogated to the Church of Rome that = 
| viledge of the Jews, Whoſe are the Fathers: and Malone 
might have ſpared his ſcurrilous title-page againſt the Re- 
verend and learned Primate; Though you have ten thouſand 
HSHERS, yet bave ye not many F ATHERS. We 
boaſt not of ten thouſand , but are glad that we have one 
worth ten thouſand of their Popiſh-Fathers, and as many 
head-maſters of their ſchools to boot. But we hope we 
have the Fathers with us, and I am ſure we honour them 
more then they,and yet make them not the rule of onr faith 
neither. They honour them not as Fathers, but as Lords 
and Maſters ; as Peter Cotton was wont tocall him, My 
Lord S*. Auſtin. | 

At ſervum ſcis te genitum, blandeque fateris, 
Dum dicis dominum Sofibiane, Patrem. 
Let them therefore be the vaſlals, if they pleaſe, while we 
are the true and genuine ſonnes of thoſe ancient Fathers. 
And yet ſome of the Papiſts ( to ſay thetruth ) cared nor 
ovpermuch for the jadgement of the Fathers, when it made 
againſt them, Cardinal Cajetay will not fear to go againſt 
the generall torrent of all the ancient DoRours * , for 
which Canvs indeed blames him, bur then Andradius takes 
his part: and Iam ſure what Cajeran ſaid, was no other thin 
what 
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what was put in praQtiſe by Maldonate, Fanſenius , and di- 
vers others. 


Fourthly, Nor is the judgement or teſti of the Church +. c:urch, |} 


a ſufficient rule of divine faith. The Papiſts cry up the 
Church, as much as the Jews of old did the Temple: but by 
the Church they mean their own; which, by that time the 
Jeſuites have done with it, is nothing elſe but the Pope. 
But wee'll keep their tefrm the Church , whoſe teſtimony | 
they ſay is infallible, and neceſſary to a divine faith of any 
one article in religion; and — de-Valentia and Canus 
would fain mince the matter, and make it onely neceſſary 
2s 2 condition; yet that will not ſerve the Romaniſts turn, 
which Bellarmine and 4-Sacro-boſco knew well enough, and 
therefore make the teſtimony of the Church neceſſary, as a 
wedins terminus and Cauſe of aſſent in all divine faith z and 
fo they muſt ſay or come over to us. Now infallibility as it 
is required roa rule of dodrine, is nothing elſe but the con- 
ſtant affiſtance of the holy Ghoſt , which the Papiſts re- 
quire a man to believe that their Church hath, before he 
can belicye ſo much as thar there is an holy Ghoſt : for, 
that's onearticle of faith, none of which '(ſay they) can be 
believed without the infallible teſtimony of their Church. 
Wee'l leave the Jcſuites to diſtinguiſh themſelyes out of 
this contradiction, if they can, and 1'th' mean while let us 
examine their proofs. 

They offer us Tradition for proof; but for them to go 
about to ptove the Churches infallibity from the tradition 


of rhe Church, is to _ ueſtion. Let them firſt con- 
vince us that the Church is infallible as it gives the traditi- 


on, and then wee'l ſpare them any further pains to prove 


that itis infallible. 
They often attempt to prove it to us by Scripture z by 


which very/praRtiſe they do but condemn themlelyes: For, 
D 2 Firſt, 
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Firſt, then it ſeems the Scriptures infallibility may be firft 
known, before and without the believing of the Churches 
infallibility, quod minime vellent : for, then the latter may 
be ſpared. And ſecondly, hereby once for all they appeal 
to mens private _—_— and that ina == on which 
their whole cauſe turns: and if they think the Scriptures ſo 
cleare for the Churches infallibility thar a private Chriſti- 
an may diſcern it, I do appeal to themſelves, whether many 
other articles be nor laid down more clearly in Scripture: 
we ſay all. Well, but it may be ſome will ſay the Churches 
infallibility is firſt known, before we know the Scriptures 
to be infallible. I ſay then, 1. let them prove it. 2. why 
do they go about to prove it by Scripture ? 3. letthem a- 
void the above-named contradiction.. 

Or if they'l be willing to draw ſtakes with us, and have 
neither the infallibility of rhe one , nor of rhe other to be 
firſt believed : Then firſt, let them never more quote Scri- 
pture for the Churches infallibility. Secondly, let them 
not require us to prove the Scriptures by the teſtimony of 
the Church. Thirdly, they muſt give us leave to fetch all 
the articles of our faith immediately from the Scriptures 
without the midwifry of their Porphyry-chait : — then 
wee'l cafily grant them (if it will do them any good )that 
there is no prixs and poſterius in the belief of the infallibi- 
lities of the Scriptures and of the Church, becauſe there 
is no poſterius, that of the Church being none at all. 

Fifthly, nor are the words and dodtrine of our teachers 
and miniſters to be looked upon as an infallible rule of di- 
vine faith. A private Chriſtian ought to be very obſer- 
vant of his Paſtour, (the Scripture every-where calls for 
it) he is toreyerence him as his ſpirituall Father , to obey 
him as his governour, to follow him as his guide, yet no 
farther then he ha's the Scripture for his warrant; Ze ye fol- 
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lowers of ma((aith the Apoſtle).us 1 am of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 11,1. 
The words: of a gadly and able;paſtour are of great au- 
thority, as of. one thax for his fidelity would not willing] 
for a world lead ſouls into errour ; and for his ability hat 

a greater meaſure of the ſpirit of diſcerning, joyned with 
the advantages of acuteneſle of parts, much ſtudy and 
reading, and long experience, 8 therefore-muſt he.bejheard 
with reyerence,& not raſhly disbelieved;nor his doctrine re- 
jeed,unleſle upon examination we find it to be condemned 
by the Scriptures. Among humane authorities , ſuch an 
- one$reſtimony is of very great weight : buta divine. faith 
will digge till it come-to'the rogk of infallibility; before it 
build; which is not to be found fave in that holy breath of 
the unchangeable Spirit, which is the Scriptures. 

$:xthly therefore, the onely true adequate and infallible But - 
rule of divinn faith is the holy Scripture : this is that «ey Scripmares; 
elweraxini Or, 5, aAeavres, This Is that balance of the ſanRua-» 
ry, wherein faith weighs and tries all mens doctrines before 
it entertain them. 

That this was infallibly inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt is 
granted on all ſtdes and that.it may. be knownto be ſuch 
may Liiciently appeare by what hath beenalready faid. 
Thar it's and ought to be the rule of faith, might be fully 
and at large demonſtrated ; but fince it hath already de- 
voured all the;orher pretended rules, as Aaron's rod did 
thoſe of the Egyptian Sorcerers, and becauſe I would not 
be prevented in that which lies befote me, I ſhall-content 
my ſelf briefly to have pointed at an'argument or two, and 
ſo paſſe on to what remains. | 

Bur firſt give meleave to premiſe onely thus much, that 
whercas ſome of our Divines make. Scripture the judge, 
others the rule of controverlies, 1 conceave by a little di- 
Ringuiſhing both may be —_— and that the Scripture 
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is both ,and- Sexterce, the Law, Rule and Prixciple of 
faith. oy Ghoſt in*Sctipture is the Fadge. Every 
eruth expreſt in Scriprure t5 u definitive Sentence whenever 
it elf is called in queſtion, and in reſpeR of truths deduci- 
ble from it it is a Law and Prixciple;in reſpect both of truths 
formally contained in it, and rightly deducible from: ir, ir 
&, and may be truly called 4 Rsle-or' canon of faith and 
life; a rule to try and examine dodtrines byz and this I ſhall 
prove briefly in three words thus. 

I. The Beyeans are commended by the holy Ghoſt for 
making the Sr__ the rule and ttying doQrines by ir, 
and that ſuch es as were deliveted by the immediate 
aſfiſtence of the holy Spirit, as was ſaid before. 

2. The Scripture is the rule'according to which men 
ought to preach, and therefore alſo ought their dodtrine to 
be exarnined by it. To the Law and 10 the Teſtimony, if they 


ſpeak not according to this word, it i& breauſe there is no mor- 


ninz-light in them, JJaiah $. 20. and 1 Tim. 6. 3. Theſe 
things teach and exhort, and if any man teach otherwiſe, | or 
any other thing ir«poMzozens ] 4nd conſent not to whole 
words, even the words of ow Lord Feſus Chriſt , and to the 
dottrine which is according to godlineſſe, be is proud knowing 
nothing, &c. [ Sce alſo Dewt. 13. v-1,2,3.7 and in the 
12. Rom. 6. Let us propheſie according to the analogy or pro- 
portion of faith, by which is uſually underſtood the dodrine 
contained in the Scriptures. Bur that is a remarkable place 
Gal.1.8,9. If we or an angel from heaven, if any max 
preach any other Goſpel thyn what ye have received, let him be 
accurſed. 

3- The Scripture is the rule by which we muſt be judged 
at the laſt day, therefore ought it to be the rule of our 
faith and life here. Rom. 2. 16. God ſhall judge the ſecrets 
of men according to my goſpel: and this we may be _ of 
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that that muſt needs be fuitable to Gods will accepting and 
approving, which is agreable and according tothe ſame 
will commanding and preſcribing faith and duty to us, 
which is revealed in his word. But this truth having been 
fo much inſiſted upon by our -wrizers,; and being ſo well 
known as itis, I forbear further injargement on it at the 
preſent. The Scripture then is the onely ryle of faith: And 
though ſome would admit of ſomething elle for a ſeconda- 
ry rule, for my part I ſee not how that can be admitted : 
fox, if that ſame ſuppoſed ſecondary rule do exacily ac- 
cord with the Scripture, then is'it not another, and ſo not'a 
ſecondary rule: but if it ſwerve never {0 lirtle from it,then is 

it falſe and erroneous, and not fit to be a rule ar all: but take 

it at the beſt it is bur ID a rule that muſt be 
tricd it ſelf; and.who wi to meaſure with a Carpen- 
ters rule when he hath the ſtandard by bim? - 

The Scripture is the rule and the ſtandard by which all 
doctrines may and muſt be tried, by arraigning them be- 
fore the tribunall of the Spirit in the Scriptures : bur ir 
will nor be amiſſe to draw forth of Scripture a character 
or two to judge of doctrines by. 

1. The firſt ſhall be that of Paul, but lately mentioned; Ik :; 
good doftrine muſt be according to the analogy and pro- 
portion of faith. There is 2 w7@- dte;jc, AN tar mers 5m 
eaviyruy aywr, and 2 werwers 735 246a52 x, dard; ſpoken of in 
Scripture a body of divine truth, as I'may call it, between 
the parrs and _— whereof —_— exact harmo- 
ny, {ymmetry, and proportion : as ore in the natu- 
</ body a ember: woulld become monftrous, ſhould it 
exceed its due proportion to the other its-fellow-members: 
ſo isit here. We muſt therefore carefully compare a do- 
&rine concerning one article , with the truth concerni 
ethers, and ( for inſtance) ſo ſpeak of the unity. of Go 
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eſſence 25 not to impair the Triniry of ſo-treat of 
the juſtice of Gal, Rot tO let nnd rm ny and (0 
ro advance his mercy as not to violate his juſtice, ſince he is 
ſo (aid ro be love, 1 Fohn 4. $8. asthat he is alto called « 
conſuming fire, Heb. 12. 29, Leta man ſtudy a lingle poinr 
alone with greateſt- accurateneſle , it will .fearce have its 
juſt proportion till he doth compare it with the body; not- 
withſtanding the beſt diligence of the artiſt, the whecls of 
a m_ will need ſome filing when they come to be put to- 
ether. ti | 

2. A fecond charaRer is that 'of :S; Foby 1.4, 3+ Eve- 
ry ſpirit that confeſſeth not that Feſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, 
15 not of God: of old whatſoever Prophet inticed the peo- 
ple unto idolatry, was a falſe Prophet for all his fignes and 
wonders, and prediction of events, Dewt. 13. 1,2,3. S0 
whatſoever dodtrine tends to draw us off from Chrift is 
nought and to be rejefed : and thus do not onely the Fews 
who deny that Chriſt is yet come : but the Socinian allo, 
who denies him to be God, and ſo'by conſequence to have 
come in the ficſh, in-rhe Apoſtle's ſenſe, and ro haye made 
any (atisfaCtion for ſinne,which was che end of his coming: 
and the Papiſts alſo while they undermine him in all his 
offices : and what do the Quakers but in effect deny Chriſt, 
when they make him-to be nothing elſe but a Metaphor, 
and the Goſpel a meer Allegory? |, 

3. The third mark is our Saviowrs own, Matth.7.16, By 
their fruits ye ſhall know them : obſerve what the aims and 
defignes are of thoſe that promote themy judge not raſh 
judgement, but obſerve the end; A meteor may ſometimes 
ſeem to be in heaven ander the immediate tuition of ſome 
reall ſtarre, bur let us watch the parallax, and we ſhall find 
it many thouſand miles below. Some fowls there are thar 
will hang hovering in the aire , as if it were indiffercnr 
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to them whether ever they came to earth y==es no: and 
yet if you obſerve, thera it; js ten to one ſhall ſee 
them dighting in ſame puildle or other, The ſaares 
high, very high, when her defigneis nothing bur carion. 
It will therefore be our wiſdome to obſerve carefully the 
tendencies of do@rines, and their fruits : if theſe be pro- 
fanencſle or confuſipn, the do&rines themſelves cannot be 
-— 1:> ph for he is an holv God, aid not the authour of con- 
uſion, 

And thus much be ſpoken concerning the ſecond requi- 
ſie to the proving of doarincs,to wit, the Rele, and fo I 
have done with the duty ir felf, | | 

But hereche Romesiſt pills me by the ſleeve with an ob- 
je@ion or two, which mult be ſatisfied, 


25 


66j. 1, And firſt he objects that this would be pride and 0bjec?. x 


arrogance to examine the doctrines of our Guperiours, as if 

private men knew more | 

An. 1. Itis nopride nor 

your to ſce that with our own eyes, which our betrers tell us 

my ſee with theirs, eſpecially fith God himſelf requires ir 
US. 


2. ItiSnowhn ing humility and Chriſtian mo- 
deſty to examine any mens doctrine, while we acknow- 
ledge their — in gifts, and reverence them ac- 
cordingly, They diſcern an hundred truths tomy ten, yet 
ſome of ren may poſſibly be none of their hundred, I muſt 
not reje& their doctrine without exawen; our of reverence 
unto thew : I may not truſt to it as infallible out of reve- 
rence unto God : I muſt therefore examine it by that gol- 
den rule rhe Scriprures, which isno difparagement to them 
or to their do&rine : for, ſo ought they to- preach, and (0 
ought we to believe. If any man-preach, ler him preach as 
the oracles of God, and we muſt fo hearc and emertain the 

E Goſpel, 


for us to endea- Ani. 
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Goſpel, nor as the word of nan, bur as it is indeed the word 
of Ged able ro ſayeour ſouls, ſee 1 Thiſf. 2.139 | / 
0bj. 2. O! bur peopleare oignorant they arenot firto 
judge. * 1 | | Þf | 
ufo. Whoſe faults that ? you keep them from the 
Scri and the Scriptures from them,and'then ſay with 
the Phariſees, Thi pee -who- knowrth not the law ave ac- 
curſed, Fohy 7. 49: Well; but if they muſt not judge of 
the doctrine, what muſt they doto be reſolved whether the 
Proteſtants or the Papiſts done be to be followed 2 de 
V atentia tells- chem, they muſt adhere 'to'rthat'dodtrine 
whoſe teachers have the moſt aurhotiryy but how ſhallrhey 
know that? -why forſooth, by their mulrirade, ſanctity, an- 
tiquity and miracles. Which.ts all one as if he had ſaid: Be- 
cauſe thou art not book-learned thou art not fit to examine 
dodrines by Scriprure ; therefore /take' onely this courſe, 
travell over all the wortd, and counrhow many Papiſts 
there be, and then how many: Proteſtants, and by the way 
enquire into their lives, then reade bur over the- hiſtories 
of all ages, and (ce which were the moſt ancient: and laſtly, 
take notice of the number of miracles that have beegdone,, 
( but let him believe none but thoſ&who' ſaw thera! done ) 
and then thou ſhalt know which doEtrine 'is the rrueſt; ( at 
leaſt if theſe marks fail him not ) 
Now [ think I ſhould ſet the poore man an cafiertask, if 
T ſhould bid him reade, or get ſome other to reade the Scri- 
ptures to him, andthere he ſhould. fee'whar he might cruſt 
unto. The neceſſary points of faith are cleare enough laid 
down there for any ordinary apprehenfion : and ſuch an one 
is as capable of the donww intellefFus ( without which none 
can favangly underſtand) as a more:learned man; and 1 
am (ure the Scriprure is "the beſt collyrivmr, which doth not 
onely cleare the trght, bur alſo cnlighten the eyes, and that 
of babcs and ſimple ones. 0bj. 3: 
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 Obj 3+ But thirdly they. objeR. .'When you have done 0bjetF. 3 
all ,cvery private Chriſtian will be fallible in his judgements 
why then do ye refuſe the Fathers, Councels, and the 
Church upon that account 2; - , . '/ |; A0- 
 Anſs. 1. 1 amſpeaking of aninfallible-Rwe, not anin- Anſ#.. , 
fallible Fudge: if the Faculty be fallible, the Rwle ar leaſt 
had need be infallible. Iris true, an houſe thar is built on 
a rock may fall, if ir be weakly built; but that which is 
builrupon the ſand cannor potibly ſtand : he that walks 
upon = ground may ſtumble, and fall ; ( andxiſe again) 
bur he that walks upon a quake- mire muſt needs fink , and 
ak irrecoverably., when the ground it ſelf finks under 
im. 
. _ 2+ But thus much I ſhall ſay for the believers infallibi- 
lity. (x. ) That while he keeps tothe infallible rule he can- 
not erre. (2: )'The ſpirit of God will infallibly guide eve= 
ry deliver, {0 =_ __ not __ _ the rule in 
any thing neceſlary to {ayation., (3. ) Nor in any poi 
wheres it works in hing a divine fan, which. is as :d fe 
curiy as is needfult , and athoyſand times better then the 
Papiſts can give to any by believing inthe Church. | 
Sothar theſe few rubs being removed our of the way, we 
may ſafely proceed to;the praQtiſe of whar the Apoſtle here 
exhorts us to,to prouedll things,” 7 1 1 
Age vero, ne ſemper forum. -But'we muft not be alwayes 
trying; triall is in order to holding faſt, and that not of all 
things, bur of that which upontriall we find to be good. So 


top proceeds, held faſt that which. good. 
ich, is the ſecond; part of 'the rexr, containing in it *: Fine 
the ſecond duty incumbent upon every. Chriſtian, ; wiz. A - tw 
holding faſt 'of that which & good. Which I ſhall ſpeak unto 

firſt relatively, and then abſolutely. . 


G Firſt, relanvely as.it hath refexenceand regard anto the : « Relatiite * 
| 2 
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former duty. And ſo we may look upon theſe later words, 
_ 1.25 a _ or 2. 2s - meow or 3. asSthe end of 
the foregoing dury © ing dodrines. | 

Firſt ler - contiderthames a caution, and then they in- 
timate thus mach unto us; That we muſt fo try and prove 
all things, «s i'th* mean while not tolet go that which is 

ood. They that fiſh with a golden hook, had need hold 

{the line, and look tothe ground they ſtand upon. We 
muſt 'have a firm baſis and centre to truſt unto, or elſe the 
motion can neither be ſure nor regular: Tf once we looſe 
our anchor, no wonder if we be «+:9+2;u2r, carried about by 
every blaſt of remptation from without; and if we caſt our 
ballaſt oyer-boar , we muſt needs be py toft up 
and down by the wave of evety doubt, and 
fport and ſcorn of every wind and waye. And I could 
heartily wiſh that ſome of late had not ſailed fo farre apon 
new diſcoveries, till they have loſt their compaſle, and fo 
' made ſhipwrack of faith- and conſcience both together, 
Bur if wedefire tobe ſaecefſefull in our enterprize'of try- 
ing and proving dorines, we muaſt/bec ſure to hold faſt all 
tried and approved pR_—_ : and 

I. Such as are unqueſtionable, or out of queſtion ; we 
muſt not go tocall them into queſtion; this were for us to 
be alwayes laying the foundation, ſo ſhould we never build; 
to be alwayes learning, but never coming to the knowledge 
of the truth, weak and unſtable fouls. When truths are 
once tried and approved, we muſt then ſtudy arguments 
for them,anſwer difficulties brought againſt them, and con- 
tend earneſtly for the faith which was once delivered unto 
the Saints. | 

2. We may examine an article of faith without doubt- 
ing of the truth of it. Bur ſuppoſe it ſhould be called into 
queſtion by others, yea, and doubted of alſo by our ſelyes, 


ycr 


o become the - 


WH 


Prove all things. 


| yet muſt we not preſently for every doubt let go our faith, 
nor quit it for every argument that's brought againſt ir, 
though we cannot anſwerir. A man may have ſtrong de- 
monſtrations for a truth, yer not be able to vindicate it from 
all objections, whence ſcruples will ariſe; but they may and 
muſt be overcome by believing and attending tothe de- 
monſtrations and eyidence for the truth, though we be not 
able to acquit our ſelves of thoſe difficulties, which the de- 
vils ſophiſtry, and our own infidelity may ſuggeſt. We 
muſt not diſclaim a truth becauſe it is by ſome called in que- 
ſtionz much lefle ingenuouſly dothey deal by truth, who 
therefore diſclaim ir, that ſo they may call it into que- 
ſtion themſelves. We may not disbelieve a truth and (cra 
|  - jroutof ourſouls, thatſothe ſoul y become raſa tabula, 
unbiaſſed and perfeRly indifferent either to receive a truth, 
or to rejeRit; as our new methodiſts would - have us do. 
* That there is a Godis an article of faith, and a firſt notion in- 
graved upon the heart of man by nature. Should I now 
go and.not onely forbeare my aſſent” unto it, but alſo ima- 
ginethe contrary to counter-poiſe the ſouls naturall jz= and 
inclination ? blot out that riu& 34e=1;;, totry if I can write 
ir better £ What were this elſe bur to lay faith to ſtake, and 
throw the die for itz to part with principles that we may try 
concluſions; to deny the truth that we may recover it a- 
ain by logics tocaſt a jewell into the ſea,to ſee whe - 
ther we can dive and fetch irup again; with the Mounte- 
bank to wound for experiment; and become Atheiſts that 
we may convert our ſelves by reaſon; to rempt Godto leave 
us, and'to tempt'the devil to deſtroy us. For my part, I 
ofeſſe, I ſee not how this can be pur in practiſe withour 
ing guilty of ſinne and blaſphemy. Ler us therefore hold 
faſt the truth by a ſtedfaſt faith, while we arc examining do- 
Qrines, and by holineſſe of be alſo for, the deyils great 
3 8210s 


*” 


© 


A Was. 


An end. 


Prove all: things. 
gains theſe late times have been, that while men-are taken 
up with diſpates about truths in queſtion, they have too. 
much neglected the praRtiſe of thoſe that were indubirable. 

Secondly, we may look upon this latter duty as a means to 
help to the better performance of the former; if we hold 
faſt the truth which we already have, we ſhallthemore ſuc- 
ceſſefully prove the doctrines, and find out the truth he 
that's Faithfull in a little, ha's the promiſe of being ruler 0- 
yer much, he that yields obedience unto truth, ſhall know 
more of ir : if any man will do the will of God, he ſhall 
know the doctrine whether it be of God or no, Fohn7. 17. 
whereas on the contrary, a corrupt heart will breed a cor- 
rupt judgement , and either hinder the. entertainment of 
truth at the firſt, or elſe procurectheejeRtment of irafter- « 
wards 0 ut of the ſoul: but more of this hereafter. 

Thirdly, we might alſo look upon theſe later words as 
the exd of the foregoing duty : 'let this be your aim and de- 
figne inproving all things, to wit, thar = may hold faſt 
that which is good. Have recourſe unto the Scriptures thar 
you may know what is good, hayeTecourſe unto Scriptures 
that you may belicyc it : for,hec ſcripta = ut credatis , the 
enſuring of our faith was the end of the writing of the 
Scriptures. This then condemns Scepticiſme , and the 
Academicks 41«1->n4iz. Again, prove all things that you 
may pra#iſe that which is good, not thatyou may enter- 
tain your ſelves with jcjune and idle ſpeculations; the end 
and fruit and perfeRtion of knowledge is pratiſe : know- 
ledge is a precious talent, which is _ unto us not to be 
hidden in a napkin , but that we d ipz4Cer , trade or 
work with it. Unleſle the fruits of good living do grow up- 
on the tree of knowledee, it will never become to us a tree 
of life. I ſhall leave others to diſpute where Paradiſe was 
{ituate, but our Saviour ha's placed happineſſe between 
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ohn 13.17. If ye knaw theſe things, happy are ye if ye do 
Aran The ——_ know God, the more - "a kins and 
the more we loye him;ſtilthe more do we deſire to know of 
him: ſois it here, the end of the knowledge of truth is that 
we may practiſe itz and practiſe is a means of knowing 
more, as the watcr comes from the ocean to the fountains, 
and returns to it again by the rivers... Col. 1. 9, 10. We de- 
fore that ye m be Flled with the knowledge of his will, in all 
wiſdome and ſpirituall underſtanding, that ye might walk wor- 
thy of the Lord in all well-pleaſing, ( there's the firſt: ) being 
freitfull in every good work, and increaſing in the —— of 
God, (_there's the ſecond); Let it be our care therefore, bre- 
thren, ſo to try all things as not to ler go our hold of the 
things thar are good; and hold faſt that which is good, that 
we may the beter prove allthings: and let this be the end 
of all our proofs and of all ouryzrialls, that having found 


out that which is good, we may BEicye and iſe accor- 
dingly. Thus have I done with the words 1n their relative 


conſideration: I come now to ſpeak tothem abſolutely and +. 444 
in themſelves. _ lately, 
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N handling whereof I ſhall briefly ſhew by way of ex- 

plication; Firſt, what is meant by that which i good. Se- 
condly, what it is to holdit faſt;, and then proceed, 

Firſt, for the firſt, that which is good. There bejimany that 
ſay, Who will ſhew us any good. Worldlings they are,and 
worldly goods they mean, ſuch as are corn, and wine, and 
oy1, & theſe they are apt enough to hold faſt, quocwng; modo 

rem, 
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rem, and ---veſtigia nulla retrorſum. Here they are cloſc- 
fiſted enough, lar t get by ciligence, they will keep 
with care, and need no exhortation to good husbandry. 
The good here ſpoken of is a greater good, and of another 
nature. Three things there are (as I conceive ) very pertt- 
nent to the Apoſtles ſcope, and themeaning of the words. 

I. T3 n&3d, is v4 <2aSis* forthe Apoſtle ſpeaking bere a- 
bout doctrines, it's impoſſible a dorine thould be good 
that is not true. To make ones word goed, is to make 
it true. True doftrine is good dofrine. This was thar 
xaMk paxd|avirn , that good thing committed to Timw- 
thies charge, which S.Paul exhorts him for to keep, 2 Tim. 
I. 14. and this is that which $S. Paul himſclf kept : 7 have 

fought a good fight, I have kept the faith, 2 Tim. 4. 7. where 
" faith is put fortyuth, the obje of it: for,'ris no commen=- 
dation ro believe a he, and ro perſiſt in errour is bur obſting» 
cy. Our Saviour Chrift ggmmends the Church/in Pergamas 
for holding faſt his nam? : Rev. 2. 13. Thos holdeſt faſt my 
name, and haſt not denied my faith: my faith, that is, cither 
the true doctrine concerning mezor the true dofrine which 
I taught thee. So then Paul charges Timothy to keep the 
truth, he profeſfes himſelf had kept it, and our bleſſed Sa- 
viour commends the Church in Pexgamws for keeping of its 
what hinders then but that we may conclude, that S. Paul 
exhorting the Theſſalonians to hold faſt good doctrine, did 
partly mean ſuch as was true. Ertour ha's done us the mi(- 
chicf, and it muſt be tr#th muſt do us good. 

2, T2 «0r* Good doctrine is holy doqrine. All true do- 
&rine is good, bur holineſle adds a greater degree of good- 
neſſe ro it. There are ſome truths which _ onely to. cn- 
rich the underſtanding, and to accompliſh the intelle; bur 
there are others which do change and ſanQifie the hearr, 
and make it good. Thar doctrine which is agreeable to the 


hol y 
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holy and good will of God, and which tends unto ſanRifi- 
cation, whereby we are made good, is holy and good do- 
crine , (as the Law is ſaid to be holy, and juſt, and good, 
Rom. 7. 12.) in reſpeR of the firſt it's called the __ 
acceptable, and perfett will of God, Roms. 12. 2. andas it re- 
lates unto our {anctification and ſalvation, it's called 5 ««r" 
unicuns NMerxonia* 1 Tim. 6, 3. The dottrine which is accor- 
ding to godlineſſe. M321 varus, 1 Tims 6. 3» 2 Tim. 1. 13+ 
ay vyeice 2 Tit. 8. and Uyainon Sidercatie* 2 Tim. 4. 3» 
ſound and wholeſome words and doftrine. Sonnd, not rot- 
ren, which will deccive a man if he truſt untoit s and whol- 
ſome both for food and Phyſick, a nouriſhing word and an 
healing word. With this 41» 3-a«, this fincere milk of the 
word was Timothy nouriſht and brought up, a3 Brpic, from 
an infant; he ſuckt it in with his mothers milk, rei 
anc Mbgpts Tis wow, x, nan Mdwrariac , as the words are of 
him z 1 Tim. 4. 6. nouriſhed up m the words 0 fork, and of 
good dofFrine: which carrycs in it both a corrafive toear off 
and ſubdue corruption, and alſo a cordiall to reſtore and 
comfort the fainting ſoul. That doctrine which is accor- 
ding to the will of God, is ſuch as ſanCtifies the heart; for, 
this us the will of God, even your ſaxdtification. This all truth 
cannot do, onely the truth of God, which is his word ; 
whence it is that our Saviour praycs, Fohn 17. 17. Sanctific 
them through thy truth, thy word is truth. Such dodtrine then 
as kills ſinne and corruption, by purging it out of the ſoul, 
and reſtores the ſoul to a ſpirituall health, by working ſa- 
ving grace inthe heart, and nouriſherh it unto erernall life, 
by making it like unto God in righteouſneſle and true holi- 

neſle; ſuch, I ſay, is holy doftrine,and therefore good. 
3. T8 x40v iS 3uugr* that which is tried and approved. 
This is a further requiſite inthe doQtine which we are to 
hold faſt. It may be true and holy in it ſelf, bur _ we 
F now 
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know itto be ſuch, we are not yet ſufficiently prepared to 
aſſent untoit. But now, when we have proved it, compa- 
redit with the rule, and brought it to the touch-ſtone, and 
tried inthe furnace; and upon triall found itto be pure and 
rue and good, then muſt we cloſe with it and hold ir faſt: 
we muſt no longer doubt of it, or queſtion the goodneſle of 
it. Whenthc Afſay-maſter has once tried a piece of gold, 
and it endures the teſt, he pronounces it to be good, and (o 
it paſles for current. So that if a doctrine be truc, and not 
falſe doctrine ; if itbe holy and ru and not corrupt do- 
Erinez and if upon examination by the good word of God, 
vc find itto be {o,then*tis good doctrine and ſuch as we are 
here exhorted #0 hold faft. 
Which is the ſecond thing to be explained; viF, What it 
IS va71;,co, £0 hold it fait 3 
The word is ſometimes uſed to ſignific to detain, and fo 
the truth is ſaid to be detained, both when we conceal and 
keep ir from the knowledge pf others, and alſo when we 
depolc it from bearing rule in our hearts, and keep it down 
from ſpringing up and bearing fruit in our liyes ; this is 
nia annvanaer xdliyaur ow e Nis * Rom.1.18, to detain the truth in 
wnriznteouſne(ſe, to impriſon and keep it in hold, and to with- 
bold it from others, but not to hold it faſt, as we are here 
commanded. Thrce things I covceive the word «ariyer 
docs here import. 
I. To entertain, throughly to cloſe with, to graſp and 
lay faſt hold of that which is good; to enter upon and rake 
ſleflion of it; and fo the word is uſed, Matth.21.38. The 
usbandmen ſaid , This is the heire , come let us kill him, 
x; x &-TaL300469 TW KANGororb ey wwe » and let us ſei 'C upop his inheri- 


tance. Soſhould we not onely buy the truth, bur alſo rake 


livery and ſeifin of it, to have and to hold; ſeize upon it as 
the cagle docs her prey,and the hungry man his food. Take 
faſt bold of it,thas's the fixſt. 2. The 
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2, The word zen« ſignifies to retain, to hold faſt and 
keep poſſeſſion z thus muſt we not let go our hold, nor quir 
our intereſt intruth , either through feebleneſſe or fickle- 
nelle, —_ want of ſtrength or want of ſtcdfaſtneſle; 
and thus the ftruitfull hearers are ſaid to be ſuch as do 27. 
cur, having heard the word do keep it in an honeſt and good 
heart, Luke 8.15. * 

3-The word «ai; imports alſo the maintaining of truths 
the holding of it faſt, not onely as a poſſeſſion, but alſo as 
a ſtrong Hold or Caſtle, defending it againſt any thar ſhall 
g0 abourto oppoſe ir, or to ſpoil us of it, and wreſt it from 
us. This the Scripture expreſles ſometimes by the word 
»-176, Which implyes an holding faſt by main ſtrength, a- 
gainſt any forcible or violent aſſault. Sometimes by 4rriyer, 
as in that place Tit. 1. 9. a Biſhop muſt be d/71y54unG one 
that holds i the faithful word according as he hath been 
tauzht , that he may be able by ſound dottrine both to ex- 
hort and to convince the 8ainſeyers - the word properly ſigni- 
fies to hold againſt :| and 'this is the third thing implyed in 
the word «7497+ You may fſce all three things together 
expreſſed inone verſe, Prov. 4. 13. Take hold of inſtruttion 
( there is the firſt ), /et her not go (there is the ſecond), keep 
her; for, ſhe is thy life: (there is the third. ) 

Thus much may ſerve in breif for the explication of the 
words, the ſenſe whereof amounts to thus much. | 

That what-ever doftrine we do upon due triall by the 2. Dor; 
word of God find to be true, according to Gods holy will, q 
and tending to ſanRification and falyarion, we muſt take 
and keep fx hold of it, cloſe with itthroughly, and adhere 


£0 it immovably. 
We muſt holdit faſt, which we have alſo expreſt to us 


in Scripture by ſtanding faſt in the faith, {1 Cor. 16, 13.] 
Continuing grounded, and ſettled in the faith, (. Coloſ], 1.23. J 
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eſtabliſhed in the truth, [2 Tim. 1.12. ] by —_— faith, 
[ 2 Tim. 4+ 7. ] and continuing 1n it; as in that exhortation 
of S. Paul to Timothy. 2. epiſt. 3. chap. 14. ver others are 
deceived, but continue thou in the things which thou haſt learn- 
ed, and haſt been aſfured of, knowing of whom thou haſt learned 
them. 

Now we muſt hold faſt that which is good theſe ſix (c- 
verall wayes eſpecially. 

Firſt, By believing it ftedfaſtly. And here T ſhall ſhew 
briefly theſe two things, ( 1. ) That truth fotricd and evi- 
denccd is to be afſemted unto and continued in, ( 2.) Thar 
ir muſt be aſſenred unto by an aſſent of faith. 

Firſt, Thar it muſt be firmly afſemted to may appeare: 

I. Becauſe ſuch an aflent is due wto truth it R's Truth 
is the proper obje& of the underſtanding; and if the truth 
be preſented with ſufficient evidence, cither of irs own lighr, 
or of divine teſtimony, ſome queſtion whether the un 
ſanding can ſuſpend its affent z I am ſure ir ought nor: if 
ir do, rhe will is too blame, and muſt anſwer for it. And 


then this afſent muſt be conftanr; WP the truth, but ſell it not, 
fox, it is above price, and if ir be fold ir muſt needs be under- 
valued, | 


2. Becauſe ſuch an aſſent is neceſſary for #,that the truth 
do us good; we are ſaved byrruth, but it is through 

the knowledge of it. The truth ſhall make us free, but then 
we muſt ſuffer it ro unty us, which it cannot do unleſſe it be 
entertained by us. The potion, be it never ſo ſoveraign, 
cannot cure us unleſſe we drink and take it in. Our Saviour 
prayes, keep them through thy truth ;, but if we would have 
truth keep us, then we muſt be ſure to keep ir; it is like a for- 
treſſe. Whata loſſe then muſt the Sceptick needs be at, who 
aſlents to nothing © how unſatisfied is his mind ? how un- 
provided is his ſoul ? whata trembling, wavering, and un- 
Ccitain. 
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certain thing is he 2 S. Fames tells us that 4 dowble-minded 
man is unſtable in all his wayes, (1.8.) andif a doubting 
man be «rip 9i4ver, then ſurely a Sceptick is uwei4uzes, of a 
thouſand ſeyerall minds, or rather «uy, having no foul or 
mind at all, chooſing to looſe his ſoul rather th be ar the 
charge of entertaining truth,or maintaining an opinion: like 
Socrates, he goes to the marker to buy nothing, thinking 
that he hath no need of any thing. In his ſoul he is quodli- 
bericall, in his life he is 4zenirans, as S. Fames ſpeaks un- 
ſtable, and indeed diſorderly z2 all his wayes: as the word 
may be interpreted q the divers luſts after which he is car- 
ried and goes a whoring , will not ſuffer him ro wed and 
plight his faith to any truth. 

In little better condition is the fickle and unconſtant 
man; who is continually fluttering up and down from one 
opinion to another, never fertling nor abiding by any. He 
entertains truth by the day; he rakes it in, bur it ſtayes not 
with him, being diſtempered with a kind of intellectual 
diabetes. Truth can never nouriſh ſuch a man, nor will he 
cycrbe rooted and grounded init, who is-alwayes flitting 
and removing. But we muſt have the truth dwelling in us, 
we muſt aſſent unto it firmly, thar is the firſt; 

Secondly, As we muſt firmly aſſent unto the truth, (6 
muſt we do it by an aſſent of faith. "E284 er wor VNourormey 
abzav os mee. 2 Tim. 1.13. Hold faſt the form of ſound words 
in faith, and hence it isthat doctrine is called faith in Scri- 
pture, fides que creditur. Many truths there be, which a 
man may have a natural knowledge of , he may ſee the 
truth in all its avenues and principles, as alſo inthe necc(- 
ſary iſſues and conſequences of it, and from them. be able 
to make it out tothe rational apprehenſions of other men: 
Bur beſides this knowledge, there is another kind of afſent 

found in all believers, qa tales, given toa truth onely in re- 
| F 3 ſpect 
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ſpe&@to the divine teſtimony: thisis faith; which though 
ir be much helped by that other aſſent, when in conjuncti- 


on with it, yet it is often found withour ir; and this is that 


aſſent upon which God will have our ſalvation ro depend : 
and this muſt we therefore yicld-unto truth. | 

1. Becauſe this is Gods way wherein he will ſave ſouls, by 
Faith,not by Philoſophy, although ir may be man would 
have liked that way beſt; but it pleaſed God through the fooliſh- 
neſſe of preaching, to ſave them that believe, that the glory of 
the power might be of God.” S. Payltells us 2 Theſſ. 2.13. 
that God hath from the beginning - choſen you to Salvation 
through S antification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: and 
on the other {ide our Saviour tells us plainly and withour a 
parable, he that believes not ſhall be damned, Mark 16.16. 

2. Becauſe this way:of faith makes moſt for 4 Chriſti- 
arfs ſecurity againſt falling away. Faith takes the ſureſt and 
faſteſt hold of truth. By faith ye ſtand, 2 Cor. 1.24. but if 
ye will not believe, ſurely Je ſpall not be eſtabliſhed, Tſai. 7. 9. 
VEST No 12 WRND NN, Faith and firmneſſe 
are-very neare of kind in the originall; the word for faith 
grows upon a root that ſtgnifies #0 nouriſh, no danger then 
of withering or fading away ; the juſt by faith ſhall live, 
(hall indure, ſhall perſevere, Heb. 10.38. And it ſignifies to 
be firm alſo. Hence Tj mice 725$u6aAtwuin, 2 idpater , x) Ub cm 
ruuriverr, Being grounded, and ſettled, and unmoved through 
faith, as it may be well tranſlated, Col. 1. 23. 

But wherein may ſome ſay doth this great ſtrength of 
faith lie 2 or how comes it to be ſo ſure an hold-faſt? 

I anſwer briefly. 

1. Iris inits own nature a depending grace, and doth 
chain the ſoul to God, who is Adoxn an immoveable baſis, 
even truth it ſelf. Its root is faſtened in God, and from him 
it draws and ſucks continuall ſupply of ſtrength and nou- 

riſhmenr; 


WPF n= an WERE ew” 


- Flold faſt that which is good. 
riſhinent; yea further, ir doth link the ſoul ro Gods truth by 
a mutual claſping of hands, as it were. The ſoul layes hold 
on God by faith, and God holds our faith in his own almigh- 
ty hand, ( and none can take it thence ). If faith do ſhrink 
and faint at any time, yet God almighty will nor let go his 
hold, and ſo long no danger of Apoſtaſie. This mutuall 
complication we may ſee variouſly expreſt in. Scripture. 
Sometimes the doctrine of faith is ſaid to be delivered unto 
the Saints, Fude 3. Sometimes they are ſaid to be delivered 
into that, Rows. 6. 17. Sometimes we arc ſaid tobe in the 
truth, and on the other ſide, that tobe in usz weto abide in 
thar, andthat to dwell in us; we to keep that, and that again 
to keep us. Our faith and Gods truth are as it were mutuall 
hoſtages and pawns between God and the belicving ſoul. 

God he enzages his truth to the ſoul, and the ſoul rruſts Ged 
with its faith. God depoſites his truth in the ſoul, and thar a- 

ain places its faith in God, and commits it (elf alfo into his 
-_ by belicving, 1 Pet. 4- 19, God truſts Paul with his 
Goſpel counting him faithfull, x 7m. 1. 5, as an Ambaſla- 
dour, 2 Cor. 5. 19. asa ſteward, I Cor. 4.1, and Paul again 
truſts God with his ſoul : for, he knew whom he had truſted, 
2 Tim. 1.12. In which verſe alſo we reade of Pauls meaus- 
7:35» which was in Gods keeping, and inthe next verſe but 
one we heare of another mgaxam3izy committed to Timo- 
thies truſt and keeping; 1f we keep Gods truth, he will keep 
our ſouls.Chriſt hath praied,and God hath promiſed that our | 
faith ſhould not fail, bur he never did fo much for our rati- 
onal knowledge. There is faiths firſt advantage. 

2. The ſecond advantage which faith hath above other 
knowledge in holding faſt the truth _=m_ temptation and 
perſecution,is this: Thar in believing the ſoul reſts it felf up- 
on the veracity and infallibility of God - whereas in other 


knowledge relies upon the goodnes of its own eye-light, 
in 
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in obſerving the principles & conſequents,the pedigree and 
of-ſpring of truth, wherein it is very ſubje to be miſtaken, 
and 15 ofimes impoſed upon. The Devil will ſooner per- 
ſwade a mans reaſon that the world was not created , by 
raiſing difficulties and yuzzling his arguments ; th#n he 
can perſwade a believers faith rhat God is fallible , who 
fayes it was created. The Devil wants no ſophiſtry ; the 
more we have to do with ſyllogiſme and deduction, the 
more room will he find to get in his nails. Again, faith 
overcomes the flatteries and frowns of the world by ſeeing 
through them it believes God and dare not offend him : 
knows what heaven is, and will not be cheated of ir, as a 
child fora butrerflie : it knows what hell is and fears God 
rather then men, who is able to deſtroy both body and ſoul 
in hell. Thus doth faith overcome the world by believing 
the promiſes and threatnings of God, and thus hath faith a 
preeminence over all our natural knowledge as to cloſing 
with and keeping poſlefſion of the truth. Knowledge, that 
holds, it may be, till a better Oratour, or a more ſubtile diſ- 
putant come but when we ſhall be beaten from theſe out- 
works, faith will be acitadel that will hold out againſt all op- 

ſition : for, by it the heart is fixed truſting in God, and the 
gates of hell ſhall never prevail againſt it, 

Thus haye you the firſt way of holding faſt that which is 

ood: viz. by believing it ſtedfaſtly. I ſhall be briefer in 
thoſe that follow. 

Secondly, We muſt hold faſt that which is good by loving 
it unfeignedly. We haye truth here preſented to us under 
the notion of good, and ſurely then we cannot but love it; 
goodnefle being loves load-ſtone, and the proper object a- 
bour which ir is converſant. | 

When once. the ſoul having entertained truth doth taſt 
and reliſh ir, delight and take pleaſure in it , then doth it 
cleave 
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cleave 1into it,'as Davids ſoul did to Fonathans. Love is 
an uniting affection, twining it ſelf abour the ghing beloved, 
and if it be in an intenſe degree, thething may poſſibly by 
violence be torn from its embraces, but it viill firſt raiſe all 
its poſſe to prevent it. And therefore the Apoſtle Paul bids 
Timothy to hold faſt the form of ſound words, as in faith, ſo in 
love, 2 Tim. 1. 13. and bythis we are ſaid ro cleave unto 
that which is good. Rom. 12. 9. Let love be without di(si- 
mulation, abhorre that which is evil, and cleave to that which 
1s. g00d. Kuo T6 £149, being glewed to it, as it were; 
whichis by love, as the oppoſition there ſhews. That we 
be not as children toſled to and fro, and carried abour with 
every wind of doctrine, but that we may grow up unto him 
who isthe head and fo Koarfr mu Kipenls, we mult day dere 
@ «71, Epheſ. 4.15. Follow the truth in love, not out of 
fanſic, as children do. That Chriſt may dwell in our hearts 
by faith, we muſt be rooted and grounded in love, Epheſ. 3. 
77. and therefore where the loye of truth once decaycs, 
there truth it ſelf ſtaies not long after it. We reade of ſome, 
Rom. 1.28. who not liking to retain God inthgir knowledge, 
he gave them over 10 a reprobate mind. And ita remarkable 


place that of, 2 Theſ]. 2. 10, 11, 12. where it1s ſaid thatthe ' 


man of ſinne ſhould come after the working of Satan, with 
all power and ſignes and lying wonders, and with all deceiva- 
bleneſſe of unrighteouſueſſe in them that periſh. See whar be- 
comes of choſe who are deceived by the man of finne, they 
periſh, and if ye ask why ſo, the words following will give 
you an anſwer, Becauſe they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be ſaved. See there how neceſlary the love 
of truth is ro ſalvation. Fox, indeed, where there is no (incere 
love of the truth, there can be no-true belief of ir. For, as 
the Apoſtle there goes on, For this cauſe God ſhall ſend 
them ſtrong deluſions that they ſhould believe 4 lie, that they all 
y G night 
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might be damned who believed not the truth , but had pleaſure 
in unrighteouſueſſe. Obſerve the oppoſition. A ſad place it 
is, and I wiſh it were well conſidered by all thar are fo cold- 
ly affeed to the truth; eſpecially by ſuch as hare ir, and arc 
ſo much inclined in their minds and affetions to the errours 
of that man of finne, whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the 
ſpirit of his mouth, and will deſtroy with the brightneſſe of his 
_— as he there threatens. fn the 10 verle 'tis, they re- 
ceived uot the love of the truth: and by the 12 verſe 'tis come 
to they believed not the trath : they had loſt the truth for 
want of loye to it. Wonld we hold truth faſt, we muſt 
hold it in corde as well as in capite, hold it faſt by loving it 

wnfainedly. 
3. Femem= Thirdly, hold faſt that which is good by remembring it 
#11 faithfully. and doubtleſſe where truth is believed and belo- 
ved, the mind will often be upon it, que curant meminerunt. 
1 Cor.15.1;2. Moyeover brethren, I declare wnto you the Goſpel 
which 1 preached unto you which alſo you have received , and 
wherein ye ftand,by which alſo ye are ſaved, « xx7i;g%, if ye hold 
faſt, & keep in memory what 1 preached unto you,unlefſe ye have 
. believed in vain. Thoſe that dotruly believe the truth will 
be carefull ro keep it in memory, which is a ſpeciall means 
to preſerve the faith and love of it in their hearts. Memory 
holds faſt the truth, while faith and love renew their acts 
upon it: for this cauſe oeghr we to give the more earneſt heed to 
the things that we have heard, us wire Pajbvawr , leſt we leak 
and let them ſlip, and ſo we (that I ſay not they) be ſpilr and 
periſh irrecoverably; Heb. 2.1. The Spirit of God confirms 
us in the truths taught, by bringing them 'ro our remem- 
brance. The Seri were written that we might belicye, 
that by hearing them preached, by —_— reading them 
and meditating upon-them ( as David did ) we might have 
fairh begonen 6 increaſed in.us, Therefore we ought+ 74. 
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Ts 6a tO be taken up with theſe duties. As Paw to Timorhy: 
The miniſter is appointed for a remembrancer to us: 1 7m. 
4+ 6. rf thou put the brethren in remembrance of theſe things, 
then ſhalt uhow be a good miniſter of Feſus Chriſt : and when 
S.Paul himſelf went over again the cities where he had for- 
merly preached the word, the texttells us what the ſucceſle 
was, And ſo were the Churches eſtabliſhed in the faith, Atts 16, 
5. And S. Peter thought it meer as long as he continued in 
his carthy rabernacle, to pur Chriſtians in remembrance of 
the truths delivered, that ſo they might have them alwayes 
in remembrance after his deceaſe: and that although they 
knew them already: 2 Pet. 1.12. Wherefore 1 will not be ne- 
gligent to put you alwaies in remembrance of theſe things though 
you know them,and be eſtabliſhed ip the preſent truth. Though 
they were already cſtablithed, and therefore might ſeem 
not to need putting in remembrance, (which is the means of 
cſtabliſhment ) yer the _— thought it meet to do it «l- 
wayes, even as long as he lived; for,it would further confirm 
them, and be a means to keep them from falling from their 
ſtedfaſtneſſe, and to perſevere in holding faſt that which is 

ood, 
, Fourthly, another way of holding faſt that which is good 4. Pratt * 
is by pradtiſing it conſcientiouſly. To keep the command- 
ments is to obey them. Feſws Chriſt tells his diſciples, ?ohs © 
15.10. If ye keep my commandments,ye ſhall abide in my love: 
as many branches as bring forth fruit abide inthe vine, and 
are faſtened in it by the ſapthey draw, S.Fohn 1.epiſt. 3.c, 
laſt verſe, He that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, 
and he in him, and hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the 
Spirit which he hath given us. S. Peter 2. epiſt. 1. chap. ex- 
horts to give all diligence to adde unto faith vertue, tempe- 
rance, godlineſle, charity, and the, reſt of the graces there 
reckoned up; for, if theſe things _ you and abound, they will 
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make you fruitfull in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt , they will 

t forth themſelves into as; and whatthen  werſ. 10. 
If ye do theſe things ye ſhall never fall, 

Ofcr times cuftome engages men to continue in evil pra- 
Riſes, while they are aſhamed of their principles; but when 
good practiſes are backt with good principles, the engage- 
mentis the ſtronger to continue in them and defend them. 
An honeſt and good heart having heard the word, keeps ir, 
and brings forth fruit with patience. A good heart is the 
firteſt cabbiner to keep the good word of Godin. And in- 
deed, when once the word is ingraffed upon the ſoul by 
faith, it over-rules the ſap of the ſtock, and ſanRifics the 
fruit. Truth being eſpouſed ro the ſoul by faith,and bedded 
by love, brings forth fruit unto kolineſle,(faith working by 
love ) and proles firmat conjugium. If we would be feclaft 
and immoveable, \et us be alwayes abounding in the work of t 
Lord, 1 Cor. 15.58. It we would but follow that which ts 
goed, as we are exhoried inthe r5 werſe before my text, we 
thould find that one means, (, and a good 6ne too) of hold- 
ing faſt that which is good. 

Faſibly, a fifth way that we muſt hold faſt that which is 
good, is by proſeſsing of it conſtantly.” 'S. Paul was not aſha- 
med ro preach the Goſpel,,no more muſt we be aſhamed to 
profeſle it : if we be, Chriſt will be aſhamed of us another 
day. Mark. 8. 38. Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of meand of my 
words in t5is adulterous and ſinfull generation, of him alſo ſhall 
the Sonne of man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the glory of 
his Father, with the holy angels. And whoſoever ſhall deny 
him before men, him will he alſo deny before his Father which 
is in heaven, Matth. 10.33. Chriſt-will have his truth own- 
ed by his followers. The devil indeed will atlow men to 

rotefle truth, wiile they harbour errour in their hearts ; 
hn Chriſt will not allow of ſuch diſcord between heart and 


tonguez 
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tongue; Corde creditur ad juſtitiam, With the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteouſue(ſ: ,and with the mouth confeſcion. is made 
wnto ſalvation, Rom. 10.' 10, 1 1. for, the Scripture: ſaith, He 
that believeth on htm ſhall not be aſhamed. Profeſſion is the 
badge of truth, and a fealty due to the God of truth. By 
conlens protcſhonoof, and þearing witneſletg, the truth, 
the truth it (elf is propagated; and Gods glory. 18..advanced, 
and other profeſſovrs of. truth are much encouraged. 

And n—_ was there ever greater necd of bearing wit- 
neſſe to the truth, then at this day 2 when errour docs on 
every ſide, fo much abound. - When the unclean ſpirits like 
froggs ( bred-of the: flime of the earth). come our of the 
mouth of the dragon, then bleſſed is he that watcheth, and. 
keepeth his garments, Rev. 16. 15. Whercfore Kenaun mw 
bun gyi2y ms mozos arxann, Let Ws hold faſt the profeſsion of our 
faith unmoved, without wavering, Heb. 10.23. tor, beloved, 
we count them happy which endure, Fames 5, 11, and our Sa- 
viour aſſures us morexlien once, that they that endure tothe 
end ſhall be ſaved, Matth. 24.13. Mark. 13.13. Nay,him- 
ſelf encourages us from heaven, Rev. 2. 10. Bethou faith- 


fall unto the death, and 1 will give thee a crown of life: again, 


Hold that thou haſt, tet no. man' take thy crown, Rev. 3.11. 
Thar's a fifth way of holding faſt that which is good z, by 
the conſtant profeſs:0n of ir. 
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-. Sixthly, rhe ſixth and laſt way that I ſhall name, is by com- 6. concnd- 
tending for it earnejtly. Indeed, fo long as a man can enjoy #®:- 


his houte by an undiſturbed poſſeſſion, he need not contend 
about it.; but when thieves ſhall, attempt to break ic 
open , when a robber ſhall ſer upon him for his purſe,ſtri- 
ving by violence to take it from him, then he muſt reſolve 
to contend. for it, if he mean to keep it. Now ſuch is the 
condition of truth in this world, it's in a ſtate militant,con- 
tinually ſurrounded and beter with enemics, whole ring- 
' | G 3 leader 
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leader is Satan, the farher of lics; who layes continuall 
fiege to rruth, not that he deſires to have it tumſelf,bur that 
he may diſpoſſefſe others of i, and flight it when he ha's 
done. 'Twas bur ncedfull then that the Apoſtle ſhould cx- 
hort us, to contendearneſtly for the faith, which was once de- 
livered unto the Saints, Fude 3. They were betruſted with 
it as with a forr or caſtle; and it would be treachery or co- 
wardiſe not to defend it to the laſt. And Paul exhorration 
may be of ſingular uſe to us for our encouragement; 1 Coy. 
16. 13. Watch ye, ftand faſt in the faith, quit your ſelves like 
men, and be ftrong. A gallant ſpeech of a tried ſouldier, 
who had fought a good tight himſelf, and was now ready to 
rereive his crown. 

Now though it be the duty of every Chriſtian to con- 
trend for truth, and that carneſtly; yet every one in his own 
rank and order: for,e man is not crowned except he ſtrive law- 

fully. Privare Chriſtians they muſt ſtrive by carncſt prayer 
to God, thar his truth may have a free paſſage, and be vi 
rious, while others, whom God hath given commiſſion and 
abilities muſt alſo contend for it by preaching, diſpu- 
ting , and writing in defence of itz all by lufferin for 
ir, yea, and dying in witneſſe to ir, if God in his providence 
ſhould ca'l them forth to it. Beloved, ye have not yer re- 
ſiſted unto bloud, but ye know not what times may comes 
the clouds gather apace, and ſome begin to fear a ſtorm: ir 
concerns us in wiſdome however to provide for the worſt 
to be welbkſertled in the faith, to buckle on our harneſſe, md 
to fortific our ſelves in holy reſolutions:to ſtand to our arms 
having our loyns _ about with truth ; and we had need 
have truth girt cloſe about us, elſe we may chance ro havye a 


lap of ircut off, and we never the wiſer , as Saul skirt was 
by David, while he ſlept and perceived /itnot. Or elſe in 
time of perſecution we may deal with ir, as the young man 

in 
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im the Goſpel did by his linen cloth, when the ſouldiers laid- 
hold of him, he left the linen cloth, and fled from them naked, 
Mark 14. 51,52. Some ( ir may be) may think it but a 
nicety that ſome of the Primitive Chriſtians ſtood upon, 
when they choſe to ſacrifice their own lives, rather then 
ſprinkle alirtle frankincenſe upon an. idols cenſer, Some 
may imagine perhaps, that the Manyrs of later years 
were too ſtraight-laced, many of them luffering upon the 
article of Tranſubſtantiation : bur died Abrer as a fool * 
did thoſe Worthyes fooliſhly and accdleſly caſt away their 
lives ? No ſurely : they underſtood well enough, thatto 
deny the truth was to deny Chyift, and worthipping the 
bread was no leſle then groſle idolatry;both grievous {inns,. 
had they been leſle, they might not, they durſt not have 
commited them, though to (aye their lives. 

Bur as people and Miniſters muſt contend for the truth, 
ſo Magiſtrates are not excuſed from it. What an abate- 
ment was it inthe coats of * divers of the Kings of Judah, *-1/*, 
( and thoſe good Kings otherwaies) that idol-worſhip was ;,V'$ ** 
rolerared and winkrt at in he hight Places and not utterly Zeboſh, 
rooted out. O, beloved, God iga jealous God ; he will nor 1% 
endure his worſhip to be corrupted, and do we think he will 7a%,6” 
(uffer his truth to be adulerared £ Will he not ſuffer the Zebo(payher. 
worſhip of devils, but will he permit deciyines of devils ? Ts 
not his trurh precious to him , and is he nor jealous over 
that * God will not endure thoſe that worſhip another God 
beſides him, nor thoſe who tempt others to it: ( reade 0- 
yer Dewt. 13. ſpecially 6,7, 8, 9 verſes) and is Chriſt con- 
rented that cheyt be tolerated who openly declaumn a- 
gainſt his Godhead ; -Nd certaioly. 

Our bleſſed Saviow blames the Church in Thyatirs, for 
ſuffering Fezabel ro ſeduce his ſervants, Rev.2.20. and he 
profeſles that he hates the doctrine of. the Nicolaitans, and 


layes, 
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layes ir heavily to the charge'of the Church in Pergamos, 
that ſhe ſuffered thoſe that ravght ir. Rev. 2.14; 15. Thos 
haſt there them that hold the deftrine of Balaam, and the do- 
rine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate: Repent, or 1 will 
come quickly and fixht againſt them with the ſword of my mouth. 
The Church it felf was for the generall, and the Govern- 
ours of it orthodox, holding faſt the faith, and that in the 
midſt of perſecution, (as Chriſt himſelf bears her witneſle) 
= becauſe there were ſome ſuch hereticks init, whom it 
ad nor ſtppreft, therefore Chyjſt threatens her as you have 
heard : and 'tis obſervable, how he ſtyles himfelf when he 
begins to ſpeak to that Chureli, Theſe things ſaith he which 
hath the ſharp ſword with two-edges, werſ. 12. O, my belo- 
ved, when reade this I cannor but think , ſhould now the 
Lord Feſus Chrift from heaven rhus endite England, Thou 
haſt there in the midſt of rhee thoſe that maintain the do- 
rine of the Papiſts, of the Secinians, of the Arminians 
( which things I hate): yea, thou ſuffereſt thoſe that pub- 
lickly oppoſe my truth, revile my faithfull Miniſters, bla(- 
pheme my word, yea , ten deny my very Godhead. 
Should Chriſt, T ſay, plead thus againſt us, I beſeech you 
ſadly ro confider it,whart could we be ablero an{wer for our 
ſelves « Beloved, if Chriſt be God, let us follow him , and 
ſet us follow him throoghly, with a-perfe& heart. Ler us 
not with Gallio think our ſelyes unconcerned, and ſo ſtand 
by and look on, while truth and errour fight it out. Say 
not, God ſtands not in need of our help z no more did he 
need the Tt of Meroez, ( how mighty focver the encmics 
were} br it he pleaſe to make uſe of means, Meroz muſt 
afford her help, or clſc Meyoz muſt be curſed. And though 
the Lord could have wrought rhe deliverance of his pco- 
le, and reſcued them from the cruclty of curſed Haman, 
y an out-ſtretched and immediate arm from heaven ; yer 
Aor- 
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Mordecay is bold to tell Queen Eſther, that if ſhe held her 
peace , the and her fathers houſe ſhould be deſtroyed, and 
deliverance ſhould come ſome other way, Eſther 4. 14. 
Neither let any man ſay, Ler truth alone, it will be ſure 
to prevail and be victorious. For,be it true, that nor all the 
malice and ſubtilty of Satan, nor all the powers of dark* 
neſle ſhall ever be able ro make any one ſyllable of the truth 
of Ged prove falſe ; though they thould celum terrimque 
miſcere, Leven and earth ſhould paſlc away but not the 
leaſt i074 of Gods truth thould Ei yea Td they do 
Acheronta movere, the gates of hell thall nor prevail againſt 
it: all this we grant and avow: yet let me tell you that 
truth would be trurh though never a manin England did 
acknowledge it. The truth of the Goſpel abides ſtill,though 
the ſeyen once famous churches of Afia be at this day en- 
gulfed in the abyſle of Mahumeran fuperſtition. 4tis not 
truth inthe 7dea, but in the ſubjef# that we are to contend 
forz not truth in heaven, but rr#th upon the earth that we 
muſt be valiant for, Feremy 9. 3. God doth not require of 
us that we ſhould make his truth to be rrue, but that we 
ſhould entertain ir in our hearts, and hold it taſt : that we 
ſhould own it, and countenance it, and maintain it in its 
pollcilion of our ſelves and others,that fo the truth may 
runne and be glorified, and Ged may be glorified amonglt 
us: left for our ingrartitude, and want of zeal for his truth 
he remove the candleſtick, and beſtow ir upon ſome other 
Nation. Then our crown 1s gone, our glory 15 departed,our 
day is done. And England will be nothing elſe but a ken- 
ncl, and denne of night-monſters Zim and Fim and Ochim, 
with the reft of that diſmall crew: and ſo much the more 
dark then ir was before it entertained the faith of Chriſt, by 
how. much a blaze of thorns doth lcave rhe houſe darker 
then it found it. When thc light of the Goſpel ſhall. be re- 
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moved, the Prince of darkneſſe will double his guards, 
and h*ap on irons, even chains of darkneſſe. O ler it there- 
fore be our care to hold faſt the truth while we have it, to 
contend for it carneſtly, that we be not ſpoiled and robbed 
of it. But that we may contend aright take theſe two 
rules. 

I. It muſt not be out of contentiouſneſſe : a miniſter is 
forbidden being contentious , and yet is commanded to 
contend , and that earneſtly for the faith. A quarelſome 
contentious humour will raiſe up ſtrife abour words when 
there is no ground, or fundemeatum in re. A proud man 
( though perhaps orthodox in his judgement ) will not con- 
rent himſelf with the reccived form of ſound words, the 
uſuall language of Chriſtians in all ages, but will invent a 
new ſet of phraſes and uncouth expreſſions, which no man 
elſe can»-without pain ( it is well if himſelf can ) underſtand. 
He will not trade with the world bur in a coin and language 
of his own; what a troubleſome man is this, that impoſeth 
upon the world a neceffiry of making new Dictionaries if 
they mean to converſe with him? if every man ſhould do 
the like, whata prety Babel ſhould we have 7 and all this is 
but that he may ſeem to be ſingular and to differ ſomething 
frem other men. But we muſt not contend out of a gr2ore- 
x«, but e-axi2ne, not out of a love of contention, or af- 
fearion of ſingularity , but out of a ſincere love and af- 
feion to the truth, and a pure zeal forthe glory of God. 
Neither may we make theſe pretenſions of our own private 
quarels, as roq many are apt to do. I have read of one 
Matthias King of Hungary, and one George a King of Bohe- 
mia , that fought a ten years warre upon a difference in 
i of Religion, and then at length agreed thar their two 

ools ſhould decide the controverhie by fiſty-cuffs. By the 
warre they ſhewed how much they pretended to and 


religion, 
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religion, and by the way of agreement how little indeed 
they cared for it: and I think, if Plutarch were now alive, 
it would be no hard matter for him to find a parallel. 

2. Our zcal and contention for the truth muſt be pro- 
portionable unto the matter wherein it is : as fire burns hot- 
terin iron thin in Niraw: ſo muſt we contend more ecar- 
neſtly for truths of greater weight, moment, and impor- 
tance; wherein the glory of God and the ſalvation of fouls 
is more emphatically concerned. We muſt not contend 
for all alike, much leſſe be more earneſt for minth and cu- 
mine, and negle@rhe greater things, becauſe our private 
ſtomach or other intercſt is bound up more in thoſe thm 
theſe. Burt I have now done with the 1ixth and laſt way of 


holding faſt that which is good , viz. contending for it * 


earneſtly, 
It now remains that I ſhould cloſe up all with a word of 
uſe and application, and very briefly. 


Uſe 1. If then itbe the duty of every Chriſtian to hold {ſe r, 


faſt that which is good, hence then are to be reproved di- 
verſe ſorts of perſons, I will bur point at them. 

1. The Sceptick,that holds nothing at all. 

2. Thoſe that hold faſt indeed, but it is that which is zoe 
200d , that hold errours and herefics, and of theſe they are 
tenacious enough, even unto obſtinacy : though brayed in 
2 mortar they will not part with them. Ir 1s ſaid of the 
Phariſees and their traditions, Mark 7. 4+ aaghiaCer rpariry 
they received them to hold them faſt ; they took them with 
a reſolution not to ler them go for better for worſe, Zeal is 
good in a good marter, but this their holding faſt is to their 
own miſchief, as a finking man holds faſt the weeds that 
help ro drown him. 

3- This reproves thoſe that hold, and it is good which 
they hole, but they do not hold it faft: all wavering and in» 

H 2 conſtant 
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conſtane perſons. Bur theſe alſo I haye already ſpoken 
ſomething ro in the aforegoing part of my diſcourſe. 

Uſe 4 will therefore conclude all with a word of ex- 
hortationz which yet perceive is nothing elſe then what I 
have been doing all this while. I will adde onely to what 
hath been ſaid a motive or two, and a- few means or di- 
rections. 

1. The firſt motive let be the conſideration of our own 
concernment, how much it is our intereſt to hold faſt thar 
which is good. Truth is our treaſure; and a wiſe man doth 
not uſe to be overeaſily perſwaded to part with that. "Tis 
our poſſfion; 2 man will ſue hard before he will ſuffer him- 

cjzeed our of his inheritance. "Tis our evidence; 
our evidence for a Kingdome, and ſhall we not look care- 
fully toit 2 Ir is our forw#Hſſe; while we keep that, that will 
enkeve us; like Wlyſſes his maſt, tie our ſelves faſt to it, and 
we ſhall be ſafe; yea 'tis our life, as Solomon of wiſdome, 
keep her; for, ſhe is thy life: our eternal ſalvation _ up- 
on our holding of it. If we give over belicving, he that be- 
lieves not ſhall be damned: It we grow weary of well-doing, 
without holineſſe no man ſhall ſee God: Tf any love not Chriſt 
and his truth, let him be anathema: If any man deny them 
before men, him will Chriſt deny before his Father which is in 
heaven. Ar is abundantly then our manifold intereſt ro 


hold faſt that which is good. 


2. Hold truth faſt conſidering the danger we are in of 
looſing ir, in.reſpe& of deceivers, who would cheat us of it. 
and juggle ir from us; in reſpeR of open enemies thar 
would by force wreſt it from us : The Devil goes about 
like a roaring lion ſeeking whom he may devoure, 

And as at all times we had need to hold faſt the truth, 6 
eſpecially in times of ſeduion and apoſtafie, intimes of 
remptation , and im time of perſecution z we had need ro 
double. 
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double our guards, when the Enemy is at hand, But of 
this before. 

3. Let us conſider how the Lord Feſas Chriſt ſtands 
affected rowards his truth and ſuch as adhere unto it. We 
may ſee both in his ſpeech to the Church in Pergamos, Rev. 
2.13. Thou holdeſt faſt my name, and haſt not denied my faith, 
Even in thoſe dayes when Antipas was my faithfull martyr, 
who was ſlain among you, where Satan dweljeth. Obſerve how 
he doth ds and amplifie rheir fairhfulneſle to him 
and his truth,from the conſideration of time and place; they 
adhered ro him in times of perſecution, and in a moſt dan- 
gerous place; where Satan dwelleth. He that was wont to go 
abour like a roaring lion, and to go toand fro up and down 
the earth, had now it ſeems taken up in Pergames, reſolving 
to make that the ſeat of his tyranny , where he would dif- 
play the bloudy enlignes of his rage and cruelty; and yer 
in this yery place, there were not wanting thoſe, who under 
his noſe, and to his very teeth did profeſle themſelves the 
ſworn ſervants of Chriſt and truth , and his utter enemies. - 
What an honour was this to Chriſt , who maintained him- 
ſelf a Church in Satar own Imperial city; and how kind- 
; & wo he take it from thoſe , who at ſuch a time and in 
uch a place did ſtick fo cloſe unto him and to his truth? 
Which he calls my faith, and my name; he can as ſoon for- 
get his own name and negle& his own glory, as his truth, 
Burt then , how feelingly, how patherically doth he remem- 
ber and ( eyen by name) make mention of Antipas ! 11 
thoſe dayes when Antipas was my faithfull martyr, &c. In 
thoſe dayes , he keeps an exaRt account of the time, and 
makes Artipas his death the Epechs to compute other 
things by z when Antipas , he had kept Chriſts name and 

u ſee Chriſt keeps his: he had born witneſle and ſer 

is ſeal unto Chriſts truth, and Chriſt wears him as a 
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| ſignet upon his right hand, and engraves him upon the 

alms of his hands, he is neare and deare unto him, 

Chriſt knows him and calls him by name, Antipas my faith- 

full martyr. O what a pang of affetion was there ! Sirs, 

I am not able to conceive it, much lefle expreſle it ; I be- 
ſeech you aſſiſt me with your thoughts, and ſupply by your 
meditations what my expreſſion cannot reach, Antip.ss my 
faithfull martyr. Pretious in the fight of the Lord is the 
death of all his Saints, and blefſed are they that die ix the 
Lord ; but much, much more pretious is their death, and 
thrice happy are all they whom the Lord calls forth and in- 
ables to die for his ſake, and to lay down their lives in wit- 
neſſe-bearing to his truth. I wonder no longer that the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians were ſo ambitious of martyrdome; who 
would not be martyr many times over, to have ſuch a teſti- 
moniall, ſuch an affetionate commemoration from his 
bleſſed Saviour? which will afterwards be ſeconded wirh an 
tv 5ts, well fought My ſonne, and with that Ewge bone ſerve 

& fidelis, well done good and faithfyll ſervant, enter thou 

into thy maſters joy. 

'Pi/eftion So much for motive, now a few direRions, which I will 
but name, leaving them to be enlarged by your own private 
meditarions. 

I. 1. Thatthou maiſt be ſure to hold faſt,take thy hold on 
that rock of diamonds, the holy Scriptures ; for, ſand will 
crumble and waſh away. 

2. 2. Make (ure of heaven,and then ſufferings will be light. 
Facile eft quidois ſuadere perſuaſis mori. Let me ſay paratss 
mori. They will not fear ſhipwrack , who have ſent their 
ſouls before, and enſured them in heaven: that man need 
not fear death, whoſe life is hid with Chriſt in God. 


1. 3. Turn all trairours out of thy heart, which elſe will be- 
tray bothtruth and thee. Such are luſts, hypocrifie, by-re- 
- ſpecs, 


, 


hed 
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(pets, curioſitic, carcleſneſſe. Ger thy ſelf cured of thy na- 
rural levity and ſlipperineſle, it is good that the heart be 
eſtabliſhed with grace. 

4. Hold not tgo faſt yu own prejudicate opinions, if 
you mean to hold truth faſt, or indeed to entertain ir. For, 
then non perſuaſeris etiamfs _ They do bur pre- 
tend to be ſuitours unto truth , who are before wedded to 


their own opinions. 

5. Fifthly and laſtly, graſp not the world too hard; for, 
xfirau 5s 7g romp, and is (cldome a friend to, ſometimes in- 
competible with that which is good. Catch nor at honour, 
applauſe , profit or intereſt in your holding of truthy theſe 
will winnow from truth ſometime or other, and then the 
dog will hunt no longer in the roade when the hare hath left 
it, bo Demas will take his leave of truth, and embrace the 
preſent world. I will end all in thoſeWords of the Apoſtle, 
2 Theſ. 2. and the later end. Therefore brethren ſtand fa 
and hold the faith, which ye have been taught, which ye have 
bclieved. . 

Now our Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our 

* Father, which hath loved «s, and hath eiven us 
evaighg conſolation and good hope 
through grace, Comfort your 
hearts, and ſtabliſh you 
in every good w 
work. 
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